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Reader, 


HE FRY Diſcourſe. 4s of # 
m_ bulk, that 'a Preface may 


nnd and rediculotis as 
an nad? tn ſome few hours it may be 
Gl 4, and then both the dcſign of the 
Author, aria of the Book may be known. 


t Jt may be thou aeſrreſt to know what was 


the cccaſion of the following Diſcourſe. 
But I know net if I be obliged to anſwer 


. this ard ſuch like idle queſtions; yet to 


ſatisfie thy cariofuy, know, that the Au- 
thor was unhappily engaged to converſe 
with a Society of men, who frequently de 


bated this and ſuch like queries; and 


moſtly he was oppuſed by the greater part, 
as maintaining an unreaſonable pefit ron. 
Whether their charge be true or falſe, is 4 


FT thing better determined, by others uncon- 
\  ccrmea, than either by them or me. 1 
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"The Prefack 


know very well their Ss c4 


and reproaches, which fince 1 canner; ls 


F ſhall endeavor to flight, as indeed wo 
thy to be regaratd. 

If men of good conſideration diſlike any. 
thing in the Diſcoarſe, I promiſe them, 
upon Information, 1 ſhall either endeauor- 
ro ſatisfie them, or to reſt ſatisfied. bak 
what they ſay. Nay farther, if there be” 
any Line in it inconſiſtent with Piety and 
Religion, freely rejett it for perſwade 
thee ( if the Author knew any. Laby be 
world burn the Book for its ſake. 

But I hope upon trial there ſhall be 
found no harſh notion in it to offend the 
moſt ſqueamiſh conſcience. 
on 1 have rejetted is, in my judgment itt- 
confiſkent with the Divine Goodneſs and, 


Holineſs, repugnant to the freedom of Hu: © 


mane Nature, and deftrattive of all law= 
ful means for the preſervation of a mans 
life. While as that ſentiment I embrace, 

begets in mens minds, noble aud generous 
conceptions 'to promote real Piety and Re- 
ligion, and intemperance ; upon the account 
that Piety is the meanes to prolong our liues, 
and wickedneſs the canſe of our ſhort lives. 
And that this is no cheat or deluſion, the 
wiſe eſt of men hath "7 wpont recent Pro.1I. 


Bog 
4G" bas 
D C 
Bees WET 


For the 0Pint- | 


+ I 

* 4 4 4 
4 4 

4 


*, 


= 
F 
£ 46 
LICE boy 
. - 7 
# 
[7 - $ of 
8 
. 
F [5 


- 


Fo The Preface. 
+, 39: As righteouſneſs tendeth to Life, 
ſo he that purſueth evil, purſueth it to 
his awn death. This brings to my remo- 
ry the Pſalmiſts advice, wits wich T ſhall 
- -conclade; What man 1s he that deſirerh 
life, and loveth many days, that he 
may ſee good ? Keep thy Tongue from 
evil, and thy Lips from ſpeaking guile. 
Depart from evil, and do good. Seek 
peace, and purſue it. But the wicked 
and deceitful man ſhall not live out half 
his days, _ 
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Humane Life . 


JOB 14. 5, 6. 

Seeing his days are determined the 
number of his months ave with 
thee, thou haſt appointed his 
bounds that he cannot paſs. 

Turn from him that he may reſt till 
be ſhall accompliſh,as an hireling, 

bas day. 

"THis excellent Book of Job 

repreſents to us a plain and 
unqueſtionable inſtance of the 
various ſucceſſes all Humane aQi- 
10ns are liable to, and of rhe pro- 
miſcuous adminiſtration. of Di- = 

Vine Providence to particular or 2 
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men of the Faſt ; 


takes hced ro his ways, 


Of the Period 
Here we may read: of Job's 


happy and flouriſhing condition, 
that he was the greateſt of all the 


and athidted ſtare, poor even to 
2 Proverb, and in a . condition 
eat only pleaded- piry and com- 
paſſion ;, and how again he Lord 
Ee, ed the Lxtter end of Job more 
than hs begmming. 
' From this various adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence, men have ta- 
ken occaſion ro make divers. in- 
ferences. The ſcofting Atheiſt hath 


from thence wickedly concluded, 


thar. God hath no care of Humane 
Aﬀairs. If God ( ſay theſe ſeof- 
fers ) had any care of this World, 
he would never ſuffer thoſe men 
who have corrupted their ways 
by Freachery and Deceit, to prof- 
per and enjoy. an. affluence of all 
worldly delights ; whereas the 
verruous and godly man, 


jm, and who chioughiak the whele 


and of his low. 


'who 
felt he © 


courle |; 


ſtudied to keep. a conſcience void of 


courſe of his life hath , carcſuly 


s 
. 


offence towards God and\Man., is 
notwithſtanding a mam of. ſorrow, 
and acquainted with grief z as 
plagued all the day long, and 
chaſtened every Morning, and baih 
Waters of a full Cup wrung cut 
to him. If God (lay they) con- 
cerned himſelf with Humane At- 
fairs, he would never ſuffer the 
Tapernacles of Robbers to proſper, 
and the Houſe of the Upright ro 
be ruined and deſtroyed. : 


This is without all conrtradidti- 


on a2 great ſtumbling-block 'and. 


ofience to rhe Blind Atheiſt ; and 


. hath even been a ſad trial to the 


beſt of Gods people. Wherefore 
does the way F the wicked proſper? 
Wherefore. are all they, happy that 
deal very Treacherouſly? Was a 
geeign Jeremy could hardly at 
rſt reſolve. ,, And. we find Job 
and the Prophet Habaki#uk very 
much puzled with it; and rhe 


Pſalmiſf 
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"YN Of the Period 
pſalmiiſt plainly confeſſeth, that 
his feet were qlmoſi gone, and 
that {is ſteps had Sells 
when be ſaw the proſperity of the 
wicked, Plal. 73. 

To ſee bad men proſpering in 
their wicked Soars” = and under- 
takings, and good men unſucceſs- 
ful and fruſtrated in their juſt at. 
tempts, has been none of the leaſt 
Topicks the Epicurean Atheiſts 
Have made uſe ot, in their exempt- 
ing this World from the Divine 


Rule and Dominion. It was this. 


ſingle conſideration that made 
Cato (who was once a Preacher 
of Providence; how Orthodox, I 
| —_ not) accuſe the Dominion 
and Govyernment of the gods, of 
inſtabiliry and unjuſtneſs, that Cz- 
jar who tyrannically invaded the 
Rights of the Commonwealth: of 
Rome, ſhould be ſucceſsful in fo 
unjuſt atrempts; and” Popey put 
to the worſt, and overthrown in 
the lawfal defence "of his Coun- 
try 1 


= "x ' IIIa. 


nigh ſupt, 


—— ——— -- —_ 


try: this ſtumbled him exceed- 
ingly. "Tis true, ſome few of the 
Learned and Sober Heathens did 
not thus rafhly tall foul upon Pro- . 
vidence ; bur very wiſely inferred 
the being of a future State, where _ 
the vertuous ſhall be rewarded,and 
the vitious puniſhed. And thoſe 
Holy men in Scripture, who did 
fret _— of the proſperity of 
the wicked quickly perceived their 
folly and error, and thar the wick- 
ed. were only fed like Sheep for 
the Slaughter; and as the Poet 
excellently expreſſeth ir, rollun- 
tur in altum ut lapſu graviore 
Yuamt. 


Job's Friends, though they: did 


* not direly fall foul upon the 


Divine Providence, yet it 1$.evi- 
dent-.they were . of opinion, thas 


God would never have afflicted 


7ob with ſuch ſad calamiries,, if 
he had been upright. and fincere. 


Remember (faith Eliphaz) who 


ever periſhed being inuocent? Or 
ls . where 
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where were the. Rightegus cut off ! 
ch. 4.7. Bildad tells Job, If thou 
wert pure awd upright, ſurely n@ 
be would awake for thee; ch.8. 6. 
To both theſe Zophar ſucceeds 
with a charge as grievous and bit- 
ter, For thou haſt ſaid my DotFrine 
zs pure, and I am cleait in thine 
eges : But O that God would ſpeak, 
and open his lips againſi thee,ch.1s. 
V.4,5- oo | | 
Theſe were the Cordials 7o#'s 
Friends afforded him, while as his 
afflited condition pleaded pity 
from his. Friends. "Theſe accuſa- 
tions were heavy ; bur he ſaw it 
was needleſs ro. tell them,that God 
might deſtroy the perfect as well 
asS*the wicked; and although he 
would not” plead nor guilty, for 
then: he  confeſſeth his own, 1ips 
Joonld prove him perverſe ; yet -he 
Humbly conceived, thar .it, was a 
dangerons * principle to .conclude 


ove or hatred from any fuch out- 


Therey 


ward diſpenſation 
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of Humans Life. - 

Therefore finding all his in* 
treaties rejefted, and his plea's 
ſor his own defence lighted ; he 
is at length forced to beg their 
ſilence, deſiring far rarher to plead 
his cauſe with this Maker; who 
could diſcern his ſincerity ; and 
therefore having ordered his cauſe; 
ch. 13.18, and taken an exaQt and 
accurate examination of his for- 
mer. ways, he begins his plead- 
ings for a mitigation' of his pre- 
ſent calamity, from v. 23. which 
he continues till intertupted by 
Eliphas, ch. 15. and among(it the 
many arguments he urgeth, that 
taken from the determined days, 
and unpaſſable bounds prefixed to 
men, is not the ſmalleſt : Seezng his 
days are determined, the number 
of his months are with thee ; thou 
haſt appointed his bounds that he 
cannot pafs. © Turn from him that 
he may reſt, till he ſhall accompliſh 
as an hireting bis day. 


B Theſes 


, 


L as. <q 6d Y \ 
. we \ *Y FY 
& FI + he Yr * On 4-& C = 
I. & $*. Gws Ch wy ro SH FT” KITS OL * hs : 
, - : FA " b M46 
EA. 4% z , WAL . bs. "Io Yor 8. 
c - » "208 
 —— . - 
7 C : r , —————— —  — — " MU 
[1 ” — q o 
# . 2 . $4 
» - 4 I az 
« o 4 { k 
A. 
R . - "ty 


* »>v if "Wo 
& q Pa 2 . 
4 4+ ng 


Theſe words being the ground 


of the following Diſcourſe, ir is 
but reaſonable I ſhould ſpend a 
little time in their explanation, 
Seeing his days are determi- 
ed, &ec. The word which our 
Tranſlators render ſeezng, is in 
the Original TDN zf, which ſome Ex- 
oſirors think is uſed by way of 
guzry, thus, If his days be deter- 
mined ? But the Context ſeems 
to warrant our Vu'gar Tranſla- 
tion, and there is no doubr, bur 


It is very emphatick ; for it con- 


rains an implicit affirmation, a 
phraſe very ordinary, when the 
thing for its certainty is confeſied 
and acknowledged. Pur ler us 
ſuppoſe that the words ſhould be 
rendred by way of quzry, yet 
there are two doubts that muſt 
be removed, elſe their Tg. 
with our Tranſlation is vain. and 
impertinent. I. It feems to be 
very evident, that it has then been: 


a received opinion, that the ys 
O 


RSS SS wee. : 


of men are determined ; elſe Jo4 
had never made uſe of rhis argu- 
ment, in his pleadings for a cella- 
tion from*trouble. 2. If Fob had 
indeed doubred, that mans days 
were derermned, it was no, wiſe 
nor rational plea, eſpecially \ſince 
he was pleading with God, who 
knew whether it were ſo or not ; 
and ſince he might have made uſe 
of indubitable Topicks. Burt 1 paſs 


- by this debate as trivial. 


His days, &c, Ir is debated by 
ſome, why Job makes uſe of the 
third perſon, and nor of the firlt. 
The reaſon ſome give is this, be- 
cauſe the third perſon uſed for 
the firſt, denotes contempt and 
modeſty ; and gherefore ob in 
his low ſtate is pleaſed thus to 
abaſe himſelf, eſpecially fince plea- 
ding with his Maker. But this 
conjecture is not fully ſatisfato- 


ry, for Jos in ſeveral of his other 


pleas,makes uſe of the firſt perſon ; 
which methinks he [would not 
B 3 have 


- "<." * ts 
-. ad = » SP "8 
« F I 
. - # "VE 
* 
"Wd 7 
: 
F_. 


$2 wy” 4604» 
7 $4 


: 2 a y _. | : Py. 2 "FS "LIN wy ITS” "OY a EET "00 
10. Of the Per1og 


have done if he had made uſe of 
the third perſon upon the ac- 
count of the former conſiderati- 
on ; therefore from the Þromiſcu- 
ous uſurpation of the perſons, we 
may eafily conjecture, that when 
the argument he brings does in a 
more peculiar manner reach his 
own private condition, then he 
makes uſe ct the tir{t perſon : an 
inſtance of this we have ch. 13, 
23, 24. ©c. Bur now this argu- 
ment taken from the determined 
days, and unpaſiable bounds ſer 
to men, is a general one, which 
all men as well as he might plead ; 
therefore he ſpeakerh in the rhird 
perſon, yet always eying his own 
condition, The like initance we 
find in the begirining of this Chap- 
ter, Man that is born of a woman, 
zs of few days, and full of trouble. 
Here he ſpeaks in the third 
perſon, and not in the firſt ; for 


ro beof few daysand full of 7rou- 


ble, isthe charaQter of every man. 
Feww 


of Humane Life. Ir AF 

Few and evil (ſays Jacob to Pha- © 
raoh) have the days of the years 
of my life been, Gen. 47, 9. 

Ave eetermined, &c. This word 
in the Original properly fignifieth 
to dg or cut thorow ; here it is 
to be underſtood metaphorically ; 
becauſe God doth as exe&tly know 
the number of mens days, as it the 
moſt accurate ſearch were made. 
"Tis true, in all humane determina- 
tions, it iS reaſonable that conſulta- 
tion precede. Some ſpace mult in- 
tervene betwixrt their knowing of a 
thing, and their determinations 
abour it. I confeſs, it is diſputed, 
whether the Humane Will be:. of 


-it ſelfa knowing faculty? or it it 


mult tollow in its choice the dic- 
rates of the intelle& 2 I will nor: 
diſpute this now; but there is truth 
in that general Maxim, ;gnotz nullz 
capido. Bur ro fancy that there is 
any ſuch priority between the Di- 
vine knowledg and volition, is a 
groſs miſtake, irreconcilable with- 
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whether SLar-gazers irom rhe Con- 


I2 Of the Period 


the Infinite and Eternal perfeCtions 
of God : who «no attut9 iu, (as 
they ſpeak) comprehenderth and 
willeth all furure Events. 

The number of his Months are 
with thee, ©®c. This phraſe holds 
out theſe two things : F:rſ?, the 
Exa&tneſs and Infiniteneſs of the 
Divine knowledg ; and Secondby 
the Divine rule and dominion. 
Firſt, it holds out the Divine 
knowledg to be Infinite and Exact, 
The number of his months are 
with thee. Thatis thou art a God 
whoſe knowledg .reacheth the 
ſmalleſt portion of our time, even 
to months and days ; thou alone 
knoweſt all thoſe circumſtances ; - 
and to know the particular portion 
of days allowed to every man, 
does certainly require an infinite 
and exaCt knowledge. I will not 
curiouſly enquire, what truth there 
is in the pretended diabolical pre- 
ditions of future Events ; and 
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of Humane Life, wy, * 
junCtions, and contrary AſpeAs 
Of Ccalsftial Bodies, can foretell 
2 the future number of the days 
and months of terreſtrial and in- 
ferior Sublunary beings: a paſl- 


'e : : o_ | 
"3 ing view of this I will have occa- 
ſion to take afterwards ; at pre- 
56 ſent we reſt ſatisfied with this, 


by that an exa& and comprehenſive 
knowledg of our days and months 


- is only the prerogative of him 

x, who holds our lives in being ;-the 

7 pretended knowledg any Creature 

& boaſteth of, is conjectural and | 

_ uncertain, if not (as frequently 

ou it 1s) fictitious, unleſs when the 

Divine wiſdom for ſome ſecret,and 

_ to us unknown ends, reveals ro _* 

_ his creatures ſuch furure Events. 

h Bur Secondly, the Phraſe holds out. 

the Divine Rule and dominion; 

a: The number of his months are. 
with thee « that is,theP are in thy 


power, thou may t either prong 
4 .or ſhorten the days of Men : an 
I think the meaning of this whole 


| _ Of s rhe e Perio. 
yerſe is comprehended under theſe 
two heads,which1 ſhall afterwards 
diſcourſe of at more length. + 
Thou haft appornted his bounds, 
&c. tt is not Fate or Fortune, bur 
the wiſe God who appoints to c- 
very Man his time. ' Now the 
bounds ſer to Men may be conſ\i- 
dered under a two-fold notion. 
Firſt, As it ſignifies that common 
and ordinary Period which the 
God of Nature has ſetled, which 
Men by the common courſe of Na- 
ture may fulfil, if no adcidental 
circumſtance hinder : and it-ſcems 
the Pſalmiſt only underſtands this 
common term of Humane Lite, 
Pſal. go. 10. The days of owr 
years are threeſcore years and 
"Ten, amd if by reaſon of ſirengih 
they be fourſcore; &c. or Second- 
ty, It may be underſtood in a more 
{ſtrict ſence, as it is taken for the 
laſt 'moment of every individual 
and particular perſon ; and of both 
theſe E ſhall more fully diſcourſe 
| aitcr- 


afterwards and ſhow, that the 
words ſeem to refer to the common 
term of Humane Life ; or if they 
mean this perticular term, in what 
ſenſe they are to be underſtood, 
determined, appointed, &c. 
Theſe and ſuch like condeſcend- 
ing Phraſes, have been moſt un- 
happily uſed, and ſadly miſunder- 
ſtood in the Schools. Seme men no 
ſooner read in Scripture of Gods 
determining or appointing, bur 
they inſtantly conclude a phyſical 
previous neceſſitating ad, which 
inevitably and irrefiſtibly deter- 
mines Men : and this kind of de- 
termination they plead for in all 
caſes; ſo that Men even in their 
vitious actions are irrefiſtibl 
determined to do ſo. I know no 
opinion which has rendred the 
reformed Church more odious than 
this : would to God I could ſay 
the Cenſure is cauſeleſs, and 
that I were forced to apolo- 
cize, for ſaying our Divines have 
: erred 
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erred in this caſe. Burt: alas the 
opinion is grown ſtrong, and not 
long ſince ir was nor much leſs 
than Hereſie to condemn it : and 
even to this day it is the ſtudy of 

fome Teachers, to inſtill it into 
the hearts of their Hearers. For 
the correQing of this ſowre opini- 
on, I ſhall have occaſion to add 
ſome things in this tollowing ditl- 


courſe ; now I jhall defire it ro 
be conſidered, that while we ſpeak 


of the Divine determinations, ap- 
pointmenr, &c. we ſpeak of things 
our knowledg cannot reach, the 
beſt conceptions we can frame 
to our ſelves of the Divine yoli- 
tions, are dangerous and imper- 
fe; our capacities in this lapſed 
flare are more narrow than we are 
aware of : and although they were 
raiſed to a higher pitch, yet we 
can never comprehend his. way 
of working, who in all his ways 
is unſcarchable. *Tis truly ſad to 
fee the contending World ſo ſeri 
EDS | ous 


lh has ow 7" 0 0 & io + 


ous and. reſtleſs in digging thoſe 
deeps that are unfathomable ; ir 
were to be wiſhed thar Men did 
not found their pretended know- 
ledg of the Divine volitions, on 
the baſis of their own filly voliri- 
ons, and did not argue from what 
we find in our ſelves to be the ſame 
in God. *Tis true the Holy Spirit 
hath condeſcended to ' expreſs 
things ſuitable to our Underlſiand- 
ing and mean capacities, therefore 
we read in Scripture of the Divine 
determinations, appointments, ©c, 
bur yet to abuſe ſuch condeſcend- 
ing expreſſions, and to imagine 
thar- there were really fuch purpo- 
ſes, and volitions in God as theſe 
we perceive in our: felves , this 
were a heinous crime, pray let us 
ſatisfie our ſelves with this, thar 
God in an eminent and tranſcen- 
ding manner doth theſe thihgs, . 
which we cannot do without wilk 
ing, decreeing, (Sc. 
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That he cannot paſs, or as others 
render it, aud he ſhall not paſs, 
which Phraſe is not to be under- 
ſtood, as if the particular Period 
of every Mans lite were ſo fatally 


fixed, that he can neither ſhorten 
nor prolong it; for this is contra-_ 


ry to many clear Texts of Scrip- 
ture, as ſhall afterwards fully ap- 
pear : bur by this Phraſe, we are 
ro underſiand the common term 
of Humane Life , which is nor 
fo mutable as the particular , 
al:ogether ſo that 
it cannot be altered; for God 


bas ſtill reſerved in his own pow- 


cr the ſhortening and prolonging 
of ir. And further,we muſt nor ap- 
prehend that the particuſar terms 


of Humane Beings are ſo mutable, 
that God knows them not, and 
_cannor foretel the preciſe Period 
of every Mans Lite , or: that. the 
Divine Counſel concerning things 


Future is mutable ; no ſure, God 


has dcelared the contrary. T1 am 


hers 


paſs 
der- 
riod 


(faith the Almighty) declaring 
the End from the Beginning, and ' 


from ancient teme the things that 


are. not yet done; (aying, 11 

Counſel af ſtand, i Du 4 
all my pleaſure, Iſa, 46. 9. Two 
things there be which occaſion 
men to change their purpoſes 
and reſolutions. 1. Their want 
of Power to execute them, 
2. Their finite and ſhallow Know- 
ledg, which cannot foreſee thoſe 
future circumſtances which render 
their Deſigns ineffetual. Bur 
now there is no difficulty that can 
poſe the Almighty ; wth him all 
things are poſſible:it is the Prophets 
argument, 7he Lord of hoſts hath 
purpoſed, who ſhall diſanull it ? 


his hand is flretched out,” and who 
ſhall turn it back ? Tſa.24. 17, And 
further there is no circumſtance or 
condition that lyes in the dark , 
and unſeen to him, whoſe know- 
ledg is infinite, and who equally - 
com- _ 


God and there is none like me, 
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comprehends things paſt, preſent 


and ro come, Therefore is it 
thar man cannot paſs theſe bounds . 


| perfixed by the Divine foreknow-. 
HTledg : Bur of this afterwards. 


Turn from him, &c It is quzri- 
ed whether Job here petitioneth 
a withdrawing of Gods ſupport- 


ing preſence, and a ceffation by 


death, or a ceſſation from the 


_ affliction and trouble he lay un- 


der. There be Three things that 
plead for the former Interpreta- 
tion. Tt. Becauſe the word 91 
placed abſojucly, ſignifierh to 
ceaſe by death, x Sam. 2.5. and 
they that were hungry ceaſed, 2. e. 
died. 2. Becauſe the ſupporting 
hand of Providence being remov- 
ed, men return to the Duſt. Thow 
hideft thy face, they are troubled, 
thou takeſt away their Breath,they 


' dye, and return to their Dust, 
_ Pſal. 104. 29. 3+ Ir isnot incon- 


ſiſtent with Jobs former deſires, 


Chap. 3. and 6. why died 1 not 


from 


from the Womb? Why didT wot * 


give up the Ghoſt when T came out 
of the Belly? For now ſhould I have 


Lien | ſtill) 2nd been quiet; II 
ſhould have | ſlept, } F 


ben had T 
been at| reſt: ] O that T might 
ave my requeſt, even that it 
would plenſe God to deſtroy me ! 
That the,Phraſe can never ad- 
mir the former gloſs evidently 
appears from the words immedi- 
arely following, tor if Jos had 
been pleading tor death, why is". 
that reaſon added, hai he might ac- 
compliſh hs day ? Ir is only then 
a ceſſation from his grievous 
affiction that he ſo earneſtly in- 


treated ; as if he had ſaid, Lord, 


thy afflifting hand is heavy, and 
what am I bur weak Duſt, not able 
to bear thy heavy Chaſtiſmentrs? * 

my Soul is overburdened with 


_ grief; and wilt thou ſet_thy ter-_ 


rors before me to affright me ? 
hath not poor man in this lapſed 
ſtate, Troops of miſcries attending 


him -- 


_ 
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Of the Period 
him, from which he may expect 
no freedom till Mortality be 
ſwallowed up in Life ? And are not 
his few days labour and ſorrow, 
pain and affliction? And wilt thou 
ro thoſe inſeparable evils, ſupcradd 
a burthen of pain more grieyous 
and inſufferable ? O do not mea- 
ſare out ſo diſmal a Condition to 
thy ſilly Creature! Make me not 
the obje&t of thy direfu] ven- 
geance, but in the midſt of wrath 
remember Mercy. Art thou. not 
Goodnels it ſclf, and far more com- 

aſſionate than the moſt render pa- 
rent ? And ſhall it be ſaid thou haſt 
meaſured out. ſo acute torments 
to vcx thy poor Creature ? Icon- 
feſs Perfeftion is not the thing I 


- plead; yet may not I fay, it is 


not for my iniquity, nor for my 
ſin, chat thou haſt afflicted me ? 
And let this Conſideration alſo 
prevail with thee, that my unteri- 


der friends ſadly miſtake thy de- 


. figninafflicting nie; they conclude 
E: is 


of Humane Life: | 
it is for ſome ſecret heinous crime, 
that thy judgements are. upon, 
me- O thar thou woyſdſt rurii 
from thy wrath, that} may. enjoy 
ſome reſtbetqre I go whence I ſhall 
. not return ? | 
This phraſe tur# from hin 1s 
ſometimes taken in a yery bad 
ſenſe. Thus we find the wicked. 
ſadly characterized, as a people 
who deſire God to depart: fron 
them , bur as it is uttered + by the 
people of God under the preflure 
of afflictions, . it implies no; more 
but a ſerious defire that -- God 
would be pleaſed to remove that 
burden. Now in ſuch-innogent 
petitions there appeareth: mo 
crime, for it is certain;s...that 
atftictions /mply confidghedoars 
grievous cycn to the belt of Man 
kind : there is 'no . afftetromi dearth 
the: Apoltle) for. :he profets:\5hatt 
joyous, but' grievons, "Tis true 
impatience under afflition-'i9 'an 
execs which no excuſe whatſo-. 


ORs IP" PIR 
l i 
4 * 
23 : 
"+ 


Das 


FR Y > 's m # *w-{ 
po "ah. m_—_ © 5% «4 ; TE: 4 4 4 ( > ths * WL _ 
G j "8; ITY OR | - p 2 EVSy..- a ow. 2. - cc "ry fed. Ns 2 ds ; : 
AP $22 as AS FACT of ara Lc Fn, XC * a OTE £4 "-  - re; LR es tag) wgT Le —— ”% wt d vat 4 2.4 at 4 6 ac a t#% p 
; 555 be _ _— _ C——_— _—— - —4——> - > - "ets. Uo CID A ns — - 6: 
= = ay tncoturh = — Rn ——A__—_— CR bs wn — —_ 9 nn llhens wr eoten pogo en KS Brent rr ey ED Dn et ene trooper een 
RP LE CE III ES GER A rw = - — _ / WD, - ” i 
bd _- re 4 ws Same mos. Ru —_ - tÞ . + -- . pn BY. am - ws ve - . FS <=; 208, 4. 444 ” __ m— - — — —_ —__ - . - 
- _ ——_ _—_ - a F -< - caſte ws Rs ne _- - _— <4 LL ys 
_— -_ SS 5 . 0m _— ” . . : 5 _ to pegmepnodugenggpatparoerdi— __ _ _ 
_ | Cn . OO 


24 NY Of the Period 


eyer can pardon : there are ſome 


perſons of ſuch haſty complexi- 
ons,that they riſe in paſſion againſt 
God if they meet with the leaſt 
affliction ; juſt like that wretched 
man who ſaid, this evil # of the 
Lord, why ſhould we wait any 
Jonger upon him? But thoſe pett- 
tions of the Faithful in holy writ, 
although ar the firſt view they 
ſeem to be peremptory and abſo- 
Jute, yet they are truly qualified 
and ſubmiſlive;and at the moſt, on- 
ly expreſs the harmlefs reſent- 
ments of innocent nature, that can- 
or bur exprefs how contrary affli- 
Etions are tO it. | 

' "That he may reſt ; ut quieſcat ſc. 
paululum, that his aftliftion being 
removed, he may yet enjoy a little 


\ fpace ro ſolace himſelf, till he ac- 
compliſh' his day. I will purpoſc- 


fy © decline the anſwer of : that 
querie, Wherher it is lawful 'to 
wiſh death when our condition 1s 
charged with a ſurpluſage of ca- 
I-75 Þ . lamity; 


=, Uta 


” of Humane Life. * 
amity ; for the brevity I deſign 


\ will nor ſuffer me to ſurvey the 


difficulties of that caſe, only in 
the general I ſhall add two things. 
1,1f the afflition be violent, fierce, 
and ſeemingly durable, rendering 


. us uncapable of exercifing any: 


duty; I queſtion not but common 
reaſon will ſuggeſt to every ſober 
man, that in that caſe Dearth is 
more eligible than Life. Yer 2.ſince 
we. are ignorant what God de- 
ſigns to us, by ſending us ſuch 
attiictions, it is our part to 
ſubmir to the Lords will, and ſay, 
Geod # the will of the Lord, Thus, 


| although we may comparatively 


and ſubmiſſively wiſh Death upon 
the account of ſome acute trials, 
yet it is never lawful to be perems 
prory and abfolute in ſuch deſires ; 
or frequently the happy event 
n—_ men —_— WI _ 
004 Jor tem they were Aajfiicred. 

: Heh Ec. Merhinks the very 
ſound of this word is full of ra- 
C2 viſhing 
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26 Of the Period 
viſhing ſweetneſs and pleaſure,and 
yer to thoſe who are {tated in 
a condition of woe and Milery, 
it is bitter and harſh; as the moſt 
raviſhing and pkaſant Mulick is 
in the Ear of him who is ſad : 
thoſe who never taſted the honey- 
comb;” know not its ſweetneſs : 
the men who have been always 
drudges' and ſlaves, have no di- 
feerning-what Liberty is;and thoſe 
who from their birth have been 
acculivmed* to pain, know nat 
their miſery ſo ſenſibly. But to: 
have orce enjoyed bleſſings,and on: 
a fudden to be deprived-of ther 
not only the uncxpected change; 
but alſo' rheir former happineſs 
adds' to” their miſery, and makes 
their condition more*ufifufferable.” 
If man” had* been” created to. toil 
ahd Jabor, his eating of bread 7 
the. ſweat” of his firce/ had been 
no curſe: 'bur'to hayeheen place. 
in a_bleſſed'and happy ſtate, and 


ſtate | 
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Tumane Life. 
ſtate of miſery and pain, that com- 
lears his calamity , and makes 
him ſenſible, how miſerable a thing 
it is to have becn happy. | 
This : ſingle conſideration ſeems 
ro add very much to Jobs miſery, 
his condition was once more than 
ordinary happy ; and the amillion 
of the comiorts he formerly en- 
joyed, makes him pathetically cry 
our, O that T were 4s in months 
paſt, as in the days when God 
preſerved me ; but now (as he 
iadly complains) they that. are 
Sanger than 1, have me in deri- 
1012 
If Job in this ſtate of woe had 
been perſwaded of the. certain 
change of his condition, and ihat 
his latter end ſhould be more bleſſ- 
ed than his begiuning, the expeRt- 
cd hopes gf this bad ſerved. to 
allay and POBNrS his ſorrow, and 
to render: his caſe; more ſufferable 
and caſt alic.. . Iris the hopes of. reſt, 
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, Of the Period 
traveller; it was the expectzd re- 
ward and afjurance of a turure 
bleſſedneſs and better reſurre&ion, 
which made rhoſe Worthies, Heb. 
11, ſo cheerfully undergo ſuffer- 
ing. What the happineſs of rhe 
Saints reſt is, T am not able ro re- 
preſent, it being ſo far above any 
thing we can in this impertec} 
ſtare conceive or imagine. The ad- 
vantages that attend our preſfen 
tranquility and reſt, are mat 
and great, which to enumerate 
would be prolix and tedious : but 
if from that, we ſhould frame to 
our ſelves an Idea of that Ce- 
leſtial Reſt, how imperfe& would 
it be? any Reſt we injoy here, is 
uncertain : an unthought-of cau- 
fality may impair it, but the Reſt 
that remains fer the people of 
God is everlaſting, there is no fear 
of loſing it : Heaven is a' place 
free from trouble, and there is 
nothing that can imbitrer that 
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Philoſophers have a ſayin 
that the end of of Motion zs Refo 
this is indeed true of all thoſe mo 
tions and trials: the ſervants ofGod 
meet with ; the way to the King- 
dom is ſpread over with thiſtles ; 
thorow many tribulations we muſt 
enter into the Kingdom Ll Heaven : 
but thoſe Waves of affliftion will 
quickly over; and when the day 
breaks, theſe ſthadows will flee 
away. This Winter will foon 
be paſt, and 7he /inging of the 
Birds will. come; and Chriſtians, 
who by taith and patience con- 
rinue in well-doing, ſhall ere be. 
long be placed in thoſe man- 
fions of Reſt, that are in Ema- 
tells land. | 

Alas, how inſenfible do we re- 
main under the enjoyment of our 
outward comforts! when we arc - 
bleſſed with food, liberty, and 
health, we are bur ſenſibly ſtupid 
and ignorant, what is the value of- 


thoſe mercics : bur if hunger and | 
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want- begin td pinch us, if our 
former liberty be \hedged in, if 
ſickneſs :and pain-- ſeize upon us, 
then - we begin ,to. gather ſome 
ſenſe, and. we accuſe our ſelves for 
our ingratitude to God: 
Till he ſhalt accompliſh as an 
Fhreling bs day: for the better 
underſtanding of this ſimilirude, 
I ſhall in tour particuſars. compare 
the days of man with the days 
of an Hireling, and in each of: 


them . make application to 7ovs 


caſe. 1, The days of an Hircling, 
denotes a time .ſert,. prefixed and 
limited for the pertormance of 
ſome particular piece of ſervice ; 


-and are not the days of man alſo 


allotted him ſor to do his maſters 
buſineſs? We were not born to 
be idle; and negligent, ſure God 
had ſome greater deſign in the 
Creatian.of man than this : now 
this particular quadrates very well 


with obs caſe, and - ſeems. to 


make the meaning of Jobs words 
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of Humane Life. 


ro run thus ;. Lord, thou haſt gi- 
ven:me a being, , and appointed, ' 
me a work to accompliſh : but alas 
while I am thus excruciated with 
horror, and . pain, I am unkfitted 
for thy ſervice, the ſarplutage of 
miſery meaſured ont ro nie, dif- 
inables me to go about thy work, 
be entreated therefore O merciful 
Father ro turn from thy diſplea- 
ſure, remove the preſent heavy 

calamity I am overburdened with; 
that I may yet accompliſh the re- 
mainder of my time in thy work 


and ſervice. 2. This ſet and fix- 


cd day of the Hireling is full of 
pain, labour and teil ; he is (poor 
wretch) both Jate and . early ar 
work, and ſeldom has he any jn- 
tervalls of reft, unleſs his Maſter 
be more than ordinary gentle and 
benign ; and when he has thus-in- 
dulged a little caſe, he muſt nor, 
with the ſluggard ſay, O'/# hor 
efſet laborare, he muſt ro his work, 
again, for upon this depends his 
| pay 
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payment; no wages is the reſult 
of not working; and in ſome 
cafcs ſtripes and whipping is the 
frair of negligence. And what 
3s Mans Life? Ar the beſt ſlate ir 
1s but ſorrow and rrouble, till mor- 
taliry be ſwallowed up in Life.Our 
pleafures ( upon which we put 
the higheſt value) are cither pur- 
chaſcd, or accompanied with pain 
and fabor. If we bein a proſper- 
ous ftate, our minds are either 
diſtracted with care to make it 
more proſperous; or with fears 
puzted and perplexed, leſt it be 
ovecrclonded ; ns if we bein alow 
and adverſe ſtare, we grieve and 
repine ; nay knowledg, the moft 
excellent of earthly pleaſures , is 
yer in the judgment of rhe wiſeft 
of men, bur vexation of ſpirit ; 
For #n much Wiſdom there is much 
Grief, and he that encreaſeth 


Knowleds encreaſeth Sorrow. The 


life of Man is not unfitrly compar- 
£d ro Ezehtzets Roll, which = 
u 


fall of woes. If one miſery or. 
woe paſſeth, behold another com- 
eth, as one Wave ſucceeds ano-. 
ther, And by all theſe calamites 
we may learn what an evil Sin is, 
the fruit of which are all thoſe 
calamities we meet with; 2 the 
ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 


thy Bread til] thou return unto the 


Ground. And upon this account 
Job may be ſuppoſed to plead 
with God thus; Lord, is not my 
time ar beſt bur lamentable and. 
miſerable? And wilt thou ſuperadd 
to this inevitable miſery, a ſurplu- 
fage of pain and affliftion? O deal. 
kindly with thy ſervant who is 
devoted to thy fear; Turn from me 
that T may reſt tl] T ſhall accom- 
pliſh as an Hireling my day. 


Thirdly, True it is that the Hire- | 


lings day is but Labor and Pain; _ 
yet the brevity and ſhortneſs 
thereof makes him regard it the 
Jeſs. Ir is but a day, and that 
will quickly be oyerand gone; and 

fs what - 


TI 2 77d 
what is the Life of Man? Ir is but 
as a hand breath - of a, ſmall ex- 
tenſion ; or like to a palling {ha- 
dow, which we ſcarce {ooner per- 


that 3s Born of a woman ts of few 

| days, he comcth forth like a Flow- 
 , er and is cut down «© his decaying 
| 1s within ſome few minutes of his 
| budding; as the Poct ſpeaketh of 
Roſes, © dum naſcimtur conſenutſſe 
Kt Foſas. Now from this reaſon 7ob 
xl may be ſuppoſed to argue thus ; 
Lord, thou knoweſt how frail and 
l brittle I am, and if thou contend 
Wi! thus with me, how Guickly ſhall I 
pM return to the Duſt, 1 Beſeech thee 
W' conſider that my rt: 'S however 
\\l bur ſhort, and {cr 1i:y goodneſs 
Wy appear in . removing thy ſiroke 
away from'' me, for I am conſum- 
cd by the , blow . of thine hand ; 
O [pare me that. I may recover 
firenght before I go hence, and be 
m0 :pore.. Fourthly, The Reſt and 
Wages the Hireling expecteth, 


makes 


ceive than it vaniſheth. Max 


_—- 


of theſe words. 
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makes. the accompliſhing of his 
day more eafie and tolerable. The 
word tendred accompliſh, {ignift- | 
eth to wilt and delight” in'a thing 
earneſtly ; ; doner optata Tentat dies. 
"Tis a day” wiſhed and longed tor, 
and much- delighted in when-ic © 
comes.” And - indeed the ſtrength 
of rhe compariſon 'ſcems ro lye 
in this, which makes the' miean- 
ing of Jobs words to be this; Lord; 
now-my trouble and. pain"excrws 
ciats and' rorments me; and mi 
hte is more weariſome to me, than 
the Hirclings day can be'to him 
therefore  rutn away” 'thy- 'wratle 
from me;'that'in' the" finiſhin ng of 
my couiſe-I:#ay the as jortal 'and 
cheerful, as the Hiteting 38 \whett 
Kis day's accorgpliſhe@ - and thus þ 
F have done with the Explanation -Y 


bs cet next thing * I-deſigned! 4 
this undtrtaking, is ro * enquire 
how the tay vip 4 every -Mans Life 
may befaid to be determined, = ; 
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36 Of the Period 
whether the Period of eyery Mans 
Life were ſo fixed and bounded, 
that by his care, good managery 
and uſe of the means, it cannot be 

_ extended ; nor ſhortned by his 
negligence, intemperance, or ex- 
poſing of . himſelf ro the Famine. 
Sword, ' or Plague, it is very 
certain from this plain Text of 
Scripture, that the days of every 
Mans Life are determined; but the 
manner how, is left unexplained : 
and this we do not learn from 
Scripture.And it were to be wiſhed 
that our curiofity would forbear 
any enquiry into things that are 
Hid : bur alas our inclinations are 
fo wicked and preverſe, that nitz- 
mur in vetitum, we are always 
; bent and. eager. ip our enquiries 
- after things of a myſterious alloy ; 
and God knows how miſerably. 
{ſome men haye miſtaken in their 
enquiries after a ſolution of the 
preſent doubr: and if I could pro- 
miſe to my ſelf to reifie thoſe 


huge miſtakes ſome men have fall 
en into, this would be a ſufficient 
juſtification of my: preſent under-. 
taking, | 

Bur in order to the unfolding 
of this doubr, I ſhall promiſe four 
things which will contribute to 
the better underſtanding of ir. 

Firſt, There is no doubt that 
every Mans Life hath a Period. 
It is appointed for all men once ts 
dye ; this is a warfare from which 
there is no diſcharge : What Maz 
is he that liveth and ſhall not ſee 
Death? As to this the Prince and 


Peaſant ſtand upon even terms, and 


as the wiſe man tells us, the rich 
and poor meet together:there is no 
juſtling in the Grave for preceden- 
rs I confeſs it were not worth 

e pains to conſider the trivial 
inſtances, taken from the 'Tranfla-. 
tion to Axoch and Elias, to ins 
fringe this poſition, For firſt, we, 
are not to debate what God may, , 
do, he has a Soyeraignty on | 
| is 
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his Creatures, and muſt not be 
called to give a rcaſon of his aCti- 
ons; all whoſe ways are tracts of 
wiſdom and goodneſs. Secondly, 
We know nothing ot the manner 
of rheir Tranſlaticn :. he who will 
poiirively ſay, that they did nor 
uncergo thar which is cquiyalent 
to acath,' will ſay more than he 
can prove. } am apt to believe that 
no iobcr man will ſay, that they 
entred their Heavenly Habitation 
with their ' unrefined ..bodies ; no 
more than thoſe who riſe at the 
ſound of the laſt Trumpet, in the 
twinkling of an eye, are carried in» 
to Heaven without any change. 
Secondly , It is allo 'unqueſtio- 
nable, - that Sin introduced this 
Period ro every Mans Life; the 
primitive- threatning runs-thus, 2: 
the day thou eateſt thou ſhalt dye. 
And the Apoſtle hath as plainly 
expreſt it as it can be,, Wherefore 
as by one Man Sm entred into the 
World, and Death -by Sin; and ſo 
Es Jeat 


ra tre diner wernonrno entrwtnnenccno—_—_——_—_ 4 


all have ſimned, Rom. 4. 12. where 
it is plain, thar Death is a puniſh- 
ment infli&ted for Sin, ſo that if 
man had neyer ſinned, we have 
no reaſon ro think he ſhould have 
died I-confeſls without Revela- 
tion, we could never have gueſſed 
this to be the cauſe of Death. "The 
Heathen Philoſophers were ex- 
ceedingly confuſed in theit notions 
concerning the origine of Sin, and 
the cauſe of Death: many of them 
thought that Death was a natural 
accident , originally appurtenant 
to Humane Nature. And indeed 
if Revelation had not declared 
the contrary, I had been tully ſa- 
tisfied, that Dcath had been no ©0- 
ther thing bur ſuch a natural ac- 
cident; bur it is ſtrange that any 


"man that has converſed with ſa- 


cred writ, ſhould be of this opi- - 
nion, And yet we find, the Pe- 
Fagians of old were great {tick- 
lers for it : hence is it that the an- ; 
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cient Fathers and Councils have 
condemned it with a Curtfe. In the - 
Milevitan Conncil Can. 2. we 
read thus, placuit , ut guicungue 
dicit, Adam primum hominem mor - 
talem fattum, ita ut ſve peccavet, 
ſfve non peccaret, moreretuir in 
corpore, hoc eſt, de corpore exrret, 
non peccafi merito ſed neceſſitate 


nature, anathema ſit. In aiter-ages 
the Scotifts ( the moſt ſubril of all 


Scholaſtick writers) inclined much 
ro this opinion, againſt whom the 
Thomiſts ( their irreconcilable Ene- 
mies) took up the cudgels:amongft 
modern writers the ſeemingly 
rational Socznzans, have owned this 
groundleſs conceit. But I cannot 
ſtay to debate this at length, only 
in brief, if Death had been natu- 
ral to man in the ftate of Inno- 


_ cency, it bchovyed to have been be- 


caule of theſe following reaſons. 
1. Becauſe Adams natural con- 
{titution implied mortality ; the 
Materials of his conſtitution were 
| nor 


Ve 
the 
We 
Fre 
OF - 
rel, 
71 
ret, 
ale 
oES 
Sil 
uch 
the 
ine- 
ngſt 
1gly 
this 


1NOt 


only 
atu- 
nno- 
1 be- 
=. 
con- 

the 
Were 

not 


rents to cat of the forbidden Fruit;it 
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not ſo amicable as to entertain a 
lJafting amity and friendſhip. 2. Ir 
was the primitive precept; be 
fruitful and multiply: now it is 
plain that procreation incjudes 
mortality in its notion; and far- 
ther it ſeems ro be unconceivable 
how this little Map of Earth ſhould 
have contained a numerous mul- 
tiplying and never dying off- 
ſpring. 3- Humane Narure in the _.; 
ſtare of Innocency did ſtand ini 
need of Meat and Driok, as is %%* 
plain from Gez. 1, 19. now the 
end of cating and drinking is tiot 
only ro hold up, but to repair the 
decays of our Bodies, which would 
ſudenly rerurn to duſt, if they were 
not thus renewed , and ſtrengthen- 
ed.q.It Death were only the effect 
of Sin, and the Deyil were called 4 
Murderer from the beginning; be- 
cauſe of his tempting our firſt pa- 


will follow, that ſince Chriſt came 
to take away the ſins of theWorld, 2! 
D +  afid 4 
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and to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil, that he alſo rook away the 
wages of ſin, which is Death ; than 
whick nothing is more contrary ro 
daily experience. 5. Immortaliry 
ſeems to be entailed only to the 
fate of future Glory,where Corrup- 
770n ſhall put on Incorruption, and 
Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up in 
_ life: and then there ſhall be uo 
more death, Rev. 21, 4. Theſe are 
the moſt material reaſonsI can 
find for the proof of this opinion, 
in anſwer to which I ſhall deſire 
the Five following conſiderations 
may. be weighed. 

Configss.-It is not ro be doudted 
thar the eternal wiſdom, furniſh- 
cd our firft parents with all theſe 
accompliſhments rheir ſpecifick 
nature could ſuffer : the ſignatures 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs were le- 
Cible in the Joweſt and leaſt regar- 
ded piece of rhe creation ; but in 
Man in a more eminent manner 


canſpicnous. It is almoſt impoſii- 
ble 


of CREME Fore 


ble for us in this fallen ſlate, to 

conceive what thoſe endowments 

were,with which his innocent con- 

dition was bleſſed. We have no rea- 
ſon to - think that there was any 
Jar or diſagreement among{t his 
faculties,or oppoſition and tight of 
one quality with another. It was 

mans diſobedience that diſtugkhed 
the whole univerſe, and' diſordered; 
every part of it ; while he was at - 
peace with his Maker, he enjoyed 
a ſerene condition, and needed nor 
fear any hurt cither External or 
Taternal : then all the parts of his 
Body entertained a tweet harmo- 
ny , and there could be nothing 
except Sin that ſhould have made 
any failure in his conſtitution, or 
made a ſeparation berween his 
Soul and Body. But Sin having en- 
tred the World, .every part of the 
univerſe changed its face;and Man, 
who was Heavens favorite in his 
firſt mould, is now condemned 7o 
eat his bread in the ſweat of his 
D 3 face : Þ 
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ace till he return unto the duff. 


'This is all that we can learn from 
/ Revelation concerning the intro- 


ducion of Death; to ſuppoſe any 
other account of it, were to give 
up our ſelves to the diQates of 


- our extravagant fancies: and far- 


ther, it is very unreaſonable to in-' 
fer mans mortality from his con- 
ſtitution, and becauſe he is earth- 
ly; unleſs we think it alſo ratio- 
nal, thar perteted Bodies, in the 
ſtate of Glory are not Bodies, or 
that they are even there mortal ; 
Both which ſeem to be plainly op- 
polite to Scripture. 
' Confid. 2. The Phraſe Immor- 
tal, may fall under a double no- 
tion : for Fzrſ/?, ſometimes it is ta- 
ken abſolutely, implying a being 
moſt perfect, which had no begin- 
ing, and can have no end ; and in 
this ſenſe, Immortality is ſolely the 
prerogative of our Maker , and 
can never be 'attribured to any 
creature, Secondly, Sometimes it 
| is 


is taken Conditionally : and ſo 
under yarious conſiderations it 
may be attributed either, Fzrſ?, 
To perfected Saints who are ſtated 
in Glory, where the primitive 
Image loſt by mans fall, is renew- | 
cd and perfected ; and of thoſe 
our Saviour in the Goſpel of Zuke 
tells us, that they can dye no more, 
Luke 20. 36. or Secondly, to our 
firſt parents in the State of Inno- 
cency. For ſo long as they re- 
mained obedient ro the Laws of 
Heaven, Immortality was entailed. 
upon their nature : tor the tenor of 
the primitive threatning is, 2 the 
day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
dye : where temporal Death ſeems 
to be threatncd, which had been 
idle and vain if men had died, al- 
though they had never eaten the 
forbidden Fruit. I know ſome men 
think that Sin only laid a neceſſary 
obligation upon men to obey ; and 
provoked God to» remove that Su- 
pernatural and Superadded qua- 
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46 Of the Period 
lity and gift; which preſerved 
them from Death. With ſuch ſorr 
of men I have no great quarrel, 
although 1 think thar God couſd as 
calily have made mans conſtituti- 
on ſo laſting, and the conſtituent 
parts of his fabrick ſo harmoni- 
ous, that he ſhould have neycr 
dyed if he' had not ſinned, as to 
creat a ſuperadded being to pre- 
ſerve him ſafe. For reaſon would 
plead,thar that ſuperadded gift re- 
quired another, and ſo zz znjfin:- 
TUM. | 

Bur farther,'tis very unreaſona- 
bie to infer mans corruption from 
that precepr, &e fruitful and multi- 
p1y:tor although in ſome ſenſe gene- 
ratio unins eft alterins corriptio, 
yct the ſtate of being, even fince 
the fall, (tro which that axiom has 
only reſpe)is not ſo brittle,as that 
the produCtion of the Child infers 
the deſtruction of the parent. 

Neither doth thar curious query 
cancerniug the place tor that ſup- 
poſed 


of Humane Life. 
poſed numerous of-ipring, carry 
with it more reaſon; for F:rſt, Ic 
is nor to be doubted, but the wiſe 
Creator who gave being to Man 
knew well enough how to provide 
an Habitation for his oft-ſpring. 
Secondly, the Precepts be Fruztful 
and Multiply, carries with it a 
Limitation, aud repleniſh the 
Earth ; fo that we can never well 
conclude from ir, that Genera- 
tion ſhould have continued after 
rhe repleniſhing of the Earth. But 
Thirdly, What ſuppoſe this little 
Map of Earth had not been able to 
contain ſo numerous an off-ſpring, 
could nor God have Tranſlated - 
Man after he had lived ſome ſpace 
upon the Earth to ſome better Ha- 
bitation, as he did with Enoch and 
Elijah ! | 
Con/id. 3, Though Man in the 
ſtate of Innocency ſtood in need - 
of Meat and Drink, yet his nutri- 
ment was not noxious and hurt- 
tul to him, as now it is. It was 
for 
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for Mans diſobedience that a Curſe 
was upon the ground, before which 
therc was no fear of hurt from the 
Fruit of the Trees, and the Herbs 
of the Field : ({ which were the 
only things granted to Men for 
Food in that ttate.) And indeed 
tf we bur conſider that eyen in this 
fallen ſlate, there is a huge difle- 
rence between the Lives of thoſe 
who live upon wholfome' Food, 
and obſerve a moderate Diet; and 
of thoſe who are careleſs in their 
Diet, and fced upon HRusks ; we 
cannot but think rhe former Con- 
fideration reaſonable, eſpecially 
fince that bleſſed ſtare excluded all 
manner of exceſs. 

Conſi4. 4. Great and Manifold 
are the blefled benefits that are 


conferred upon Mankind, upon 


the account of his Redeemer : 
now Man, who was at odds with 
his Maker upon the- account of 
his Rebellion, is again taken into 
favor; and the diſobedient World 


13 | 


is reconciled unto God, And al- 
rhough the being of ſin is not quite 
abolithed, yet the Curſe is remoy- 
ed; and Death is not properly now 
a puniſhment. 

Con/id. 5. Immortality conjoyn- 
ed with a ſtate of periect teliciry,is 
reſerved for Heavens favourites ; 
In the ſtate of Innoccncy our firſt 
Parents were liable to Death if 
they rebelled. bur the Saints above 
are confirmed in their Bleſied ſtate: 
atd as our Lord Chriſt tells us,zhey 
can dye no more.But this much may 
ſuffice for the removing the former 


| doubts. 


The Third thing I premiſe is, 
that *tis very uſual in Scripture, 
as it is inall Languages, to put 
the Whole ſometimes tor the Part: 
thus Man is faid to dye, to ceaſe 
to be Mortal, becauſe the Bo- 
by is. liable ro Corrcuprion, and ' 
not that the whole Man, or all 
the Eſlential conili:ucnr parts 
ceaſe. And thus when we difpute- 

Ccon- 
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concerning the Period of every 


Mans Lite, we muſt not fooliſhly 
fancy that a Period isut to the 
being of the Sou), but only that 
its union with the body is diſlol- 


ved : otherwife a diſmal itroke ' 


would be given to our Religion, 
and what would become ot the 
vertuous ? I confeſs it is very hard 
and difficult, ro demonſtrate the 
Immortality of our Souls by na- 
tural reaſon : 'Tis true, by reaſon 
I may prove that our Natures are 
fpiritual, and that we elicite acts 
which are beyond the power 


of matrer ; but yet we could 


never be fully aſcertained thar 
there is a Life after this , if Re- 
vclation had nor plainly diſcover- 
ed it. The Heathen Philoſo- 
phers very wiſely entertained 
fome hopes of a Lite after this ; 
upon moral arguments taken irom 
the goodneſs of God,and kis juſtice 
in diſtributing Rewards and Pu- 


_ niſhments : bur alas how doudt- 
| ful! 
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full were their hopes, .and with 
how much heſitation did they dil- 
courſe of it ! Burt by the help 
of Reyclation, theſe doubts are 
| fully temoved, and we now know 
that there is a Reſurreion from 
the dead,and that the Souls of Be- 
lieyers at death go immediately in- 


ard | to glory. 

The | Fourthly, Becauſe the explica- 
14- | tion of rerms is very neceſſary 
On | for the unfolding of doubts; 1 
IIC | ſhall conſider the twofold notion 
as | and acception the period of Hyu- 
"cr | mane Life islyable to. 1. Some- 

1d. ; times it is taken in a large ſenſe, 
ar | for that common and ordinary-Pe- 
\C | riod which the Author of our na- 

-I- | tures hath ſetled, which Men 

ſ0- | by the common courſe of nature 

ed | arrive at : Now many learned 

* 53 | Men upongood grounds think that 

Mw this is the determined bounds 

ce | mentioned in Scripture. 2, Some- 

t | rimesit is taken for the laſt mo- 

» | ment of cyery Mans Lite at what- 


ever * 


of Humane Tis. | Y 


2s Of the Period 
ever time it happeneth ; whether 


1, In the Beginning of Mans 
days; or 2. In the mid(t of his | 
days. Thus the Pſalmiſt prays, 


thar God wonld not cut him off in 


the midſt of his days- Or 3. When 


Men come to be of a good old Age 


and fil of years, as it is ſaid of A- | 


vraham, he died in a good Old Age, 
an Old Man and full of years, Gen. 
45. 8. | 

Fhar there is ſuch a Common 
Period of Humane Life ſeems to 
be certain and indubitable : we 


evidently cnough perceive that | 


Men in the Age and place wherein 


we live, exceed not (unleſs rarely) 


the bounds fixed upon, Pſal.90.10. 
The days of our years ave Three- 
(core years and Ten, and if by rea- 
ſon of more ſtrength they be Four- 
ſcore years,” &c. And it we ſhall 
deſcend ro the Conſideration of 
other Animals and Vegetables, 
we will find it true enough that 
the individuals. of eyery ſpecifick 
| nature, 


[ 


of Humane Life, 
nature, have a common Period 
which doth not ſenſibly alter ; 


* bur where there is a manitelt diffe- 


rence of the climate, temperature; 
and ſoil. Again, it is very un- 

ueſtionable that this Common Pe- 
riod hath not been equally exrend- 
cd inall Ages and pſ/aces. 'Tis true 


| for many hundred years by-paſt 


it hath ſuffered very little altera- 
tion, but ſure from the beginning 
it was not fo; nor can we upon any 
good ground be aſcertained that 
it will continue the ſame that it 
iS now, till the end of all fleſh 
come.Though I will not poſitively 
affirm, that Mens Lives will be in- 
ſenſibly ſhortened,till they become 
ancapable for procreation. 

Burt ro determine what hath 
been the common period of Hu- 
mane Life in by-paſt ages of the 
World, is a Theme very difficulc 
and hard : for 1. Although from. A- 
brahams time till this preſent Age: 
it bath altered bur little or nothing, 

| AS 


x : he rad dou” - 
EP 25 
I 


54 Of the Period 
as we may colle&t from Gen, 15: 
13.and 16. where a generation is 
equalled to an Hundred years (as 
the Vetſes collated make it evi- 
dent;) yet before the Flood, and in 
ſome few Ages following it, this 
common 'Term was not concluded 
within the ſhort bounds it is now ; 
alchough then it was indeed cx- 
ceedingly mutable. Before the fa- 
ral Flood we read not of any who 
lived not above feven Hundred 
years, (unlcſs Abel who was mur- 
dered, and Eyoch whom God took 
ro himſelf : ) nor of any who ex- 
ceeded nine Hundred ſixty and 
nine years. .Now the common Pe- 
riod nor being ſo denominated 
from ſome tew particular inſtan- 
ces, but from what happens to the 
moſt of Mankind in every Age 
who dye a natural death, we may 
ſuppoſe that Eight Hundred years 
was .the common Period before 
the Flood. But then after the 
Flood, the mutabiliry of this com- 
Mon 
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mon Poriod is conſpicuous ; for in 
the next age afrer the Flood, ir 
was cur ſhort two hundred years ; 
and in the next three ſucceeding 
generations it was abridged to 
four hundred years ; and in the 
three ſuccceding ages to the for- 
mer it was reduced to two hun- 
dred years; and in Abrahams time 
it ſeems not to have been extended 
to an hundred: years. 

In reducing the Lite of Man- 
kind into ſhorter bounds now than 
it was in the infancy of the World, 
the Divine wiſdom and goodneſs 
do very plainly appear : for 1. Al- 
though ir is true thar Sin was the 
cauſe of Miſery, yer it is manifeſt 
that as Men began ro multiply, ſo 
they became more Frere: ; and 
as the Earth was repleniſhed wirh 
Men, ſo with multijplyed Miſcries 3 
and thoſe nor only particular, bur 
common. War and bloodſhed, 1lave- 
ry-and toil, pains and diſeaſes, 
were in the firſt ages of the World | 
E very + 


56 Uf ihe Ferwa 
very rare and ſingular ; now theſe 
are ordinary and common - and 
iS it not then a great mercy that 
the days of our life are few, fince 
ſo full of evils? But 2. If Men li- 
ved as long now as in the firſt-ages 
of the World, a Land would nor 
be able to contain its inhabitants : 
and this is a far greater inconve- 
nience and diſadvantage, than the 
thorrening the leaſe of our beings 
can be ſuppoſed to be. In the firſt 
ages of the World, the lives of 
. Men were extended,that the earth 
might be repleniſhed ; and it is 
. very plain, that this common Pe- 
riod was ſhortened according as 
Man. multiplyed. I confeſs God 
threatens to deitroy the inhabi- 
tants ofa Land for their tranſ- 
grelſions ; it was becauſe Men had 
corrupted  themſclyes, that God. 
brought a Flood of waters upon 
the World : and yet the Divine 
Juſtice was accompanied with 
aſtoniſhing goodneſs ; for he did 


nor 


on + 
ne 
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not ( as juſtly he mighr have ) in- 
ſtantly cut off that peryerſe gene- 
ration, but he gave them the ſpace 
of an Hundred and Twenty years 


to repent. Jer ( faith God ( bis 
days fhall be an Hundred and 
Twenty years, Gen. 6. 3. That is, 
although this be a petverſe and 
corrupt generation; yer becauſe 
Man 1s bur fleſh, I will give him 
this time to repent of his wicked- 
neſs; and if notwithſtanding he 


| will nor after fuch wattiing mend 


his manners, I will deſtroy him. 
I know many learned Men think 
thar God here only threatens to 
ſhorten the common Period of 
Mens lives, and that it ſhould be 
contracted within the bounds of 
an Hundred and twetity years: but 
this expoſition is not agteeable ro 
the experiences of fonie ages next 
following the Flood, in which Men 
lived much longer than an Hun- 
dred and Twenty yeats. 


E 4. But 
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But they ſay,God-uſes not to an- 
'ticipate his time in bringing judg- 
-ments upon a nation or people : 


. ro which I naſwer, it is very true; 
but methinks men "ae ground 
e 


to think, that in the preſent caſe 
God anticipates the time .in bring- 


_ ing judgements* upon them; for we 


cannor think that Noah was com- 
plear five Hundred years old,yhen 
God threatned to diſtroy the 


World. And indeed any Man who - 


is but, a little acquainted with 
the Jewiſh cuſtom of reckoning 
of years,” knows how uſual it is 
with - them, to name- the greater 

art of any thing for the whole. 
St. Auſtin: is ſo clear in this, 1'le 
rather ſet ir down in his words 
than my own: [ntel/igendum eſt 
hoc Deum dixiſſe, cum circa finem 
gizngentorum annorum eſſet Noah, 
1. C. : quadragintos ofFoginta vite 
annos ageret, quos more ſuo Serip+ 
ſura qiuimgentos Vocat ; nomine t0- 


tus maxiumam pariem plerumque | 
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ſegnificans. Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. 


15. E. 34% | + #6 
Thus much I have ſpoken of 


| the common Period of Humane 


Life, in reſpect of the ages of the 
World. T ſhall now add a little 
concerning its changeableneſs, in 
reſpe&t of places: and I confeſs 
in this caſe it is ſo variable, that ir 
is a hard matter to pitch upon 
particulars ; only in the general 
It is certain , that this common 
Period is not the ſame in all pla- 
ces - in a temperate Climate this 
common term is extended ; bur 
where there is an exceſs of hear, 
or an unconſtancy of the. weather 
in thoſe places this common Pe- 
riod is ſhortned. | 

Bur paſling this, I come now to: 
conſider the particular Period of 
every mans lite: there be two 
ways it is commonly taken, 1. As 
it implies the difunion of rhe . 


parts, by reaſon of the exceſs of + 


ſome'one quality or othets;.qr. 2 
E 3 : 32m" : 
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as it implies the- Period of Hu- 
mane: Lite whatever way it is oc- 
caſlioned, without any relation ei- 
/ ther to the defect, or exceſs of any 
quality: and thus the learned 
Epiſcopius ſtgtes the caſe in his 
firſt Epiſtle to Jo. Beverovicans. 
Bur to make this yet more plain, 
T ſhall conſider that texr, 1. $2. 
lf 26.10 As the Lord tiveth the Lord 
i fall ſmite him, or his day ſhall 
'M come to aye, or he ſhall deſend into 
| battel and periſh. Though Datid 
M0 was anointed King, yer he durſt 
not ſtretch forth his band againſt 
the Lords anointed; neirher would 
he permit #67/haz. ( who incon(i- 
| derarly offeacd ( ro doit ; knowing 
A none couid do fo and be guilr- 
Jeſs. Therefore he comforts and 
Fl ſolaces himſelf with this conſide- 
||" ration, that God ſhould rid him of 
| $244 one of theſe three ways: 1. 
| By fmiting him with ſome dil- 
eaſe ; and now to what a number- 
lefs number of diſcaſes are -our 
{rail 
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frail natures incident ? varicty of 
maladies prey upon frail man, and 
millions of miſeries attend him ; 
the Peftilence walketh at noon-day, 
and the Air which he breaths.may 
blow out the ſpark of his life. 2. 
Or hs day will come ; that is, or 
he will dye a natural! Death; now 
$21} was well-ſtricken in years, 
and he knew that by the courſe of 
nature he could nor live long. 3. 


'Or he ſhall deſcend into battelS pe- 


riſh:Thar is,if ſome diſeaſe cut him 


'nor off; or if his day come nor, yet 


he ſhall be expoſed to a violent 
Death,or he ſhall deſcend into b:1t- 
tel. Sometime a violent Death 1s 
purely caſual; thus ir was with thoſe 
erghteenupou whom the Tower 1n 
Siloam fel/, Luke 13.4 Sometimes 
it is only improperly caſual, as 
when one of two equally expoſed 
to danger is only killed: and Foe 
rimes it is only and properly vip- 
Icnt,fuch was Ja#/s death,fuch was 
Achitophels and Hamans. _—_ 
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The way to this diſcourſe in 
hand being thus far cleared, I ſhall 
now proſecute the deſign of it in 
this method. 1. I ſhall ſat down 


thoſe erroneous opinion into 


which ſome men have unhappily 
fallen in their enquiry tor fſariſ- 
faCtion in tke preſent caſe, 2. I 
ſhall lay down the two common 


- opinions that offer faireſt for ſol- 


ving this doubr. 3. I ſhall attempr 
a full and ſarisfaftory anſwer : and 
laſtly, 1 thall concinde with. ſome 
reflections upon the whole dif- 
courle. N . 

I begin with theyfirſt to give an 
account of thoſe jerroneus ſenti- 
ments ſome men have unhappily 
embraced in their enquiry for ſaril- 
tation in this matter. And that 
I may ſhun tediouſneſs, T ſhall re- 
duce them ro the two following ' 
heads; 1. Some have fooliſhly 
imagined that rhe Period of Hu- 
mane Life is fatal and neceſſary. 
3, Others upon tht contrary ex- 
| tream 


tream, have as groundleſly thought - 
that it is altogether fortuitous and 
caſual. | 
Amoneſt thoſe who aſcribe eve- 
ry thing to the diſpenſation of a 
ſure and inevitable deſtiny, the 
S$tozcks have been always reckon» 
ed the chiefeſt combatants. It is 
well known that thoſe 'ſtupid and | 
ſenſeleſs Philoſophers did teach, 
that all cffets' were neceſſarily 
produced by the natural order and 
ſeries of cauſes, which were from 
the outgoings of Frernity inſepar- 
ably chained together; ſo thar 
neither Humane induſtry, nor the 
Divine power could alter what 
ſuch a conjunction of cauſes was to 
roduce. nw 
That Humane Induſtry, care, 
and good menagery, cannot alter - 
the decree of Fate, the Stozck 


moraliſt Seneca very fairly cons 
feſleth. | 


Fatis * 
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Fats agimur, cedite fat. » 
Nom ſolicite poſſunt cure 
Mutare rat: flamina ful. 


Seneca 1h Oedip. | 


_ The ſame Seveca allo affirms 
that the ſupeeme being is ſo ſh i- 
ly tyed to the Sempeternit ſeries 
and order of Cauſes, that he muſt 
follow, but cannot gain-ſay what is 
thus eftabliſhed. Onicquid eft quod 
20s /ic vivere Jufſit, [ic 101i, eadem 
#eceſſitate deos alligat grrevocabil;s 
 bamana ac Divina pariter curſus 
Teh#t. Sen. ib. de provid. 5. 
There are two very dangerous 


Authors of great name and fame, *' 


who amongit many other bad opi- 
nions, have recalled this Stoical 
.Dream, which was long lince re- 
jected, the one is the Famous 
Mr. Hobs; the other the ſubtil Au- 
thor of that Book, entituled Zrac- 
tatns Theologiro policiatus > Both 
which I may perhaps have occa- 


_ fon 


ſion to examine more particy- 
larly. | 

But if all things were thus eſta- 
bliſhed by a fatal neceſliry, ſound 
reaſon would ſuggeſt ro ſpberMen, 
rhat it were a needleſs thing for 
the Sick to call for the Phyſicians 
aid. And iudeed Czcer overy in- 
geniouſly confeſſeth this : $7 fa- 
tum tibt eft ex hoc morbo convaleſ- 
ceri, ſrve tt medicurm adbibuers, 
[fue nou adhibuers,convale(ces. --S; 
fatum tibs eſt non convaleſces, ſive 
medicum adbibuers, frve non 
convaleſces , 5 alterutrum fatum 
eſt, medicum ergo adhibere nihit 
vatet.Cic.lib.de tato. And although 
Serecathinks he has fallen upon a 
very good anſwer, yet jt is truly 
never a whit better. Cum ſanitas 
Cinquit Yv:deatur de fato debetur © 
medica, quia ad nos benificium fats 


. per hujus manus venil, lib. 2. nat, 


cap. 35. By which means the 
Phyſitian is .as fatally determin- 
cd to preſeribe the Cure, as the 


- Sick 
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Sick Mans recovery is Deſtinat- 
ed. | 
The Ages in which theſe Men 
lived being dark and blind, we 
ought as much to pity rheir 
caſe, as correct and reprehend 
them. It is our happineſs that 
weare not left to the condudt of 
natural reaſon ; and would God 
our thankful acknowledgments 
were anſwerable to the greatneſs 
of this Bleſſing. I ſhall nor need 
to ſtand in rejecting this Dream, 
F think the hazards this ſpecula- 
tion hath expoſed ſome of its fa- 
yourites to,will be forcible enough 
ro affright others from embracing 
it. I remember I hive read: of 
ſome whom this conceit had ſo 
far diſtracted, that they did caſt 
away their Swords and other wea- 
pons when their Enemies ap- 
proached : Saying, If it be our Fate 
ro dye, ro keep our Weapons will 
never preſerye us from Death. Tis 
alſo reported of the deluded Mz- 
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humetans, that in Barrel they take 
courage from this, that they are 
no ſooner Born, than Fare Seals up- - 
on their Forcheads, how Jong they © 
ſhall Live, and what death they 
ſhall dye. Alas who would .nort 
pitty Men thus infatuated aud be- 
witched ! Surely, as St. Auguſtiz 
excellently ſpeaks, Sz cor tuum non 
eſſet fatuum, non crederes fatum, 
Tract.37. in Joh. | 

Next the® Stozck ſtand the Star- 
gazcrs and Aſtrologers, who attri- 
bute the ſhortneſs or extenſion of 
our Lives to the bad or benign Aſ- 
ped and Conjunction of the Stars 
in the time of our Nativity. Now 
although I deny nor that the Hea- 
vens have an influence upon infe- 
rior things, yet ſurely this ſecret 
and occult dominion Star-gazers 
plead for, is ſo manifeſtly croſs to 
reaſon and dayly experiences, that 
no man in his wit will affirm it. 
The Prophet hath long fince ad- 
viſed us, not to be diſmayed at the _ 
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} they aledg, Job 37. 7: Where 
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thens they are diſmayed at them: 
Fer. 104,%, As if ithad been only 
peculiar to the Heathen part of the 
World,who were ignorant of Gods 
Providence, to believe the vain 
predictons of Aſtrologers. Baby- 
{on was upbraided tor her truſt- 
ing Aſtrologers, Star-gazers, and 
monthly Prognoſticators. Iſa, 47. 
13. Theſe Men corfidently pre- 
ſumed to forerell the time of Mens 
Death, and the eaſily deceived mul- 
titude gave a ready aflent ro what- 
ever they ſpake - So eaſily a matter 
it1is to impoſe any thing upon the 
belief of the vulgar. The Palma- 
ſter as fooliſhly pretenderth, that 


God hath ſealed upon every Mans 


Hand how long he ſhall live, and 
that. pbſerving men(as they would 
have us belieye they are) can un- 
derſtand this: by the lines and 
draughts itt the palm of the 
hand. . And for proof of this 
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of every Man, that all Men may 


know h1,* work. But from' this 
place'no ſuch thing can be col- 
leded : for E/ihu is there taken up 
j: expreſſing the . greatneſs of 
Gods works, and the Divine pow- 
cr in commanding the Snow and 
the Rain, ſmall and grear, to be on 
the Earth ; and he addeth; he feat 
eth up the hand of every Man. 


Thar is, when Snow and Rain are - 


upon the Earth, Men cannot labor 
and toil ; their hand is kealed up, 
they cannor work. | 

_ Epricurnsand his followers could 
never be reconciled to this opinion, 
bur yet the acount they give of 
this matter is every whit as extra- 
vagant and irrational - they being 
equally unhappy in the account 
they give of the beginning and Pe- 
riod of Beings. 

The account -theſe Men give of 
the original of Beings is ſo incredi- 
ble, that no rational Man can have 
any 


_ 
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ſider what they ſay of the Period 


y temptation to belieye it ; bur 
_ this belongs not to the preſent diſ- | 
courſe. I ſha!! theretore'only con- 


of Beings; and briefly - their opi- | 
nion 1s, that it is no more bur the 


caſual and fortuitous ſeparation 
of thoſe particles of Matter thar 
were united by a happy chance 
and hit W 

is error is of an Old Date, 
and had long ere now paſt pre- 
ſcription, if -it had not been fo 
ſuitable to the humors of bad 
Men. The Jaducees, whoſe Religi- 
on it. was to contradict. the Pha- 
riſces, were very great ſticklers for 
this Dream : Some Men have con- 
fined the Divine providence to 
the Stars, and plucked out ſublu- 
nary Beings from his immediate 
Rule and . Dominion. Czcero:could 


not be perſwaded that God had 
any knowledg of things contin- 


o 


_ gently future. Some to mend the 
matter,conteſs God may know the 


gene- 


ſ 


T 
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general kinds of things, but they 
will not allow that he knows eve- 
ry particular, For this they think 
iS inconſiſtent with the immutabi- 
liry of the Deity : But others have 
been more illiberal in their con- 
ceſſions, thinking ir enough if they 
grant that God hath a care of Man- 
kind,alchough he neyer regard leſ- . 
ſer matters : and thar, 


Curat magna Dens, fortune parva 
relinguit.. 


By means of theſe wild conceits 
this Error has proceeded from bad 
ro worſe, yer very few of the old 
Philoſophers, or any other rank of 
men; (_ Atheiſts thoſe Anomalus 
births excepted ) had ever that 
confidence in impiety, to ſay with 
the Epicureans, that the World 
is perfetly left to irs own forrui- 
rous and caſual reſolutions,or thar- 
I may expreſs it in their Poets own 
phraſe, 


F Sire 


- 


oo  QO}/ The Fern: 
- «any temptation to belieye it ; bur 
. .this belongs not to the preſent diſ- 
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courſe. I ſha!! theretore only con- 
ſider what they ſay of the Period 
ot Beings; and briefly their opi- 
nion is, that it is no more bur the 
caſual and fortuitous ſeparation 
of thoſe particles of Matter that 
were united by a happy chance 
and hit 

'his error 1s of an Old Date, 
and had long ere now paſt pre- 
ſcription, it it had not been fo 
ſuitable to the humors of bad 
Men. The Saducees, whoſe Religi- 
on it. was to contradict. the Pha- 
rzſees, were very great ſticklers for 
this Dream : Some Men have con- 
fined the Divine providence to 
the Stars, and plucked out ſubſu- 
nary Beings from his immediate 


Rule and - Dominion. C7cero:could 


not be perſwaded that God had 
any knowledg of things contin- 
gently future. Some to mend the 


matter,confeſs God may know the |' 


gene- 
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eneral kinds of things, but they 
will not allow that he knows eve- 
ry particular, For this they think 
iS inconſiſtent with the immutabi- 
liry of the Deity : But others have 
been more illiberal in their con- 
ceſſions, thinking it enough if they 
grant thar God hath a care of Man- 
kind,although he neyer regard leſ-_ 
ſer matters : and thar, 


Curat magna Dens, fortune parus 
relinquit.” 


By means of theſe wild conceits 
this Error has proceeded from bad 
ro worſe, yet very few of the old 
Philoſophers, or any other rank of 
men; (_ Atheiſts thoſe Anomalus 
births excepted ) had ever that 
confidence in impiety, to ſay with 
the Epicureans, that the World 
is perfectly left to irs own fortui- 
rous and caſual reſolutions,or thar- 


. I may expreſs it in their Poets own 
| . Phraſe, 
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Swe nihil poſitum eſt, ſed ſors ih- 
cerld Vagaruy, 

Ferique refertque vices, © habent 
mortalia caſum. 


That the Period of every mans 
life is not ſo caſual and fortuitous 
as thele men imagine, may be 
made evident by clear teſtimonies 
trom Scripture concerning the par- 
ticular Providence whereby. God 
takes care of every particular 
thing in the World. Bur becauſe 
I will have occaſion to conſider 
this afterwards, I {hall now add 
only an inſtance or two from 
Scripture, whereby it may appear 
that the moſt ſeemingly caſual 
Periods of men are ordered by an 
infinite Wiſdom, and fall under 
the Divinite Rule and Dominion, 
And firſt the man-ſlayer,who kill- 
eh his Neighbor unawars, ſeems 
to be as caſual a buſineſs as can 
be: and yet we may read how far 
the 
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the Divine providenice is concer- 
hed in this particular, Exod. 2. 
13. Bur farther; one of Epicurins 
Diſciples would readily contlude 
that Ahbabs death was a piece of 
chance; and governed by, no Su- 
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It was but ar Ar- 
cher's drawing his Bow at a yeri- 
rure;which by chance killed has: 
Bur the word of rruth itiforms us; 
that by this means the prophecy 
1 Kings, 21. 19. was fulfilled: and 
that it camie nor. to paſs withour 
the Divine providence, who rules 

among the children of Men...” . . 
And now I have done with-the 
two errofieous extteams which 
ſome men have inconfideratly run 
to for ſhelcer:: rhe next thing I 
premiſed was'to lay down the two 
common opinions that offer fair 
for removing the difficulty 5 but 
F mult ſay (tor the thing is palpa- 
ble; ) that I am now only to give 
the rwo fotmer tejeded opitiions 
of the Storcks and Epicureats 
F z  _evrefſed 
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Of the Period 

dreſſed up in better apparel, and 
much. refined from the impure 
dregs of Heatheniſm : as, 
© I. Some run to the abſolute and 
incondittonateDecrees of God;and 
tell us, that from the out-goings 
of Eternity, previous to the Di- 
vine copſideration of circumſtan- 
ces'in which men are to be placed, 
God has ſo abſolutely determined 
rhe-period of every mans life, that 
it can neither be lengthned nor ex- 
tended: by care;and diligence; nor 
ſhortned by intemperance, Sword 
or FROM = =: 6. 
-..2,- Others who ſee the incon- 
veniences and-abſurdities that fol- 
Tow apon the granting that. opini- 
on to be true,are induc'd to believe 
thar the Period of every mans life 
is ordinarily mutable ; and may be 
both extended and ſhortened.-: yet 
{ti]l they grant that God may, as it 
ſeems good to him, either extend 
or ſhorcen it. + 


There 
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There are four very confideta- 
ble particulars that ſeem © to 
ſtrengthen the firſt opinion. Fzr/t, 
There are many plain places of 
Scripture that conclude the days 
of eyery man to be bounded by 
the Divine determination. Second- 


' ly, There are many cxamples in 


Scripture which ſhew that the Pe- 
riod of eyery mans Life is from 
the our-goings of Eternity, ſet and 
bounded in by the Divine' will. 
Thirdly, Tt is a common opinion 
that the futurition of all things 
depends upon the Divine will,an- 
tecedently ro which, things are 
only poſſible: and thertfore, 
Fourthly, we can never give a ra- 
tional and ſatisfying account,how 
the Divine knowledg concerning 
the Period of Humane Life is in- 
fallible and certain, if ir be not 
founded upon the Za/zs of the ſurc 
abſolute Decree. 

Upon the other hand thoſe who 
plead for the -mutability of the 
F 3 
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Of the Feriod 
Period of every Mans Life, endea- 
yor to remoye. the fore-named 
doubr, and to ſhew the great in- 
conveniences it is lyable to : That 
it quite eyacyates the uſe of the 
means, and encourages men tq 
expoſe themſelves to any danger ; 
Sc, as I ſhall endeayor to make 
appear afterwards. 

And now I come to the chicf 
thing I aimed at in this undertak- 
ing. v:z. Toarttempt a ſatisfying 
anſwer of the preſent doubt, in the 
proſecution of which jntendment 
I ſhall obſerye this Method. Fr ff, 
I ſhall endeayor to ſhew how the 


- Period of eyery Mans Life may be 


ſaid ro be determined. Secondly, I 
ſhall ſhew in what ſenſe it is not 
determined: and Thzrdly,hew it is 
mutable, and may be extended or 
{hortned. I begin with the firſt, how 


_ the Period of eyery Mans Life may 


be ſaid to be determined:and I ſhall 
endeayor to do this in the two fol- 
lowing particulars. 

{9 1.The 
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Life is ſo far determined thar it is 


, not Without a Period. To deter- 


mine, fignifieth properly to ſet 
bounds or limits to any thing. 
Now fince it 4 appointed for b 
men once to dye, every mans lite 1$ 
encldſed & bounded within a cer- 


rain number of years. And T muſt | 


add, that it I be not very much 
miſtaken, this is the genuin ſcnſe 
of the molt, if not oi all,thoſe pla- 
ces ofScripture that expreſs thede- 


termination of Mans days: and in- 


deed Jobs words, ſeeing hs days are 
determined, 9c. ſeem to mean no 
other thing but this; and in this 
ſenſe it is unqueſtionable that God 
has appointed our bounds which 
we cannot paſs. 


Bur 2. the Period of every par- 


ticular Mans Lite 'is determined: 
in reſpect of the Divine preſcience. 
Now becauſe this is a very conſfi- 
derable particular, and, as I told 
in the explaining of rhe texr, that 
F 4 which 
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T7. The Period of every mans. 
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28 Of the Period © 
which was intended by Job 
when he ſays, the number of his 
months is with thee ; Iſhail there- 
fore endeayor to make our 
this truth by the plaineſt and 
molt convincing cvidence that can 
be. 

In order to this I ſhall fhew 
thar God hath a perfe&t compre- 
he ſion of all things, paſt, preſent, 
or to come; and by conſequence 
fore-knows the Period of ever 
Mans Life. Secondly, T ſhall prove 
this by plain evidence from Scrip- 
tural Examples. Thirdly, I ſhall 
make ir appear,thar it is ſolely the 
prerogative of our Maker to know 
rhe Feriod oi every Mans Lite. 


And Zaftly, IT ſhall anſwer the 


moſt Material objeftions and 
doubts that are brought againſt ir. 
Firſt, that God hath a perfet 
comprehenſion of all things paſt, 
preſent, and to come, is ſo reaſo- 
nable a principle of natural Religi- 
on, that it hath bþcen generally 
owned 


| 
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learned Heathen. And thoſe im- 
pious wretches who art every turn 
rake the name of God in vain, in 
atteſting him in the truth of what 
ſometimes themſelves know is 


falſe, ſufficiently imply that they 
| believe Gods Infinite knowledg. * 


Beſides the truth of this is planly 
held our in Scripture; it was to 
this City of refuge Peter did flee 
when his love was ſeemingly call- 
ed in queſtion; Zord (ſays he) 
Thou knoweſt all things, John 21. 
16. And the Author of the Epi- 
ſtle to the Hebrews makes uſe of 
this Topick to induce us to cri- 
cumſpection, all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. 4.13.and 
God himſclt appeals ro the infini- 


_ ty of his knowledg in the demon- 


ſtration of his Deiry,and challeng- 
erh the Idol-Gods fo produce ther 
cauſe; and ſhew what ſhall hap- 
pen that ihe latter end of thitgs 
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may be known, Iſa. 41. 21. 22, 
The Pſalmiſt upbraids the 1dol- 
Gods, in that they have eyes and 
fee not : but he always comiorts 
himſelf witch this conſiderarion, 
that the God in whom he truſts 
does behold his condition ; _ all 


which inſtances make it undoubr-- 


able that God hath an infinite cog- 
nizance, and that nothing can be 
hid trom his eyes, who equally 
bcholds things paſt, preſent, and 
to come. 

Now if it be ſo plain and evi- 
dent that God hath ſuch an Infi- 
nice knowledg,no Man can reaſon- 
ably doubr that God knows the 
Period of every Mans Life ; but 
if any ſhall ask how is it that God 


knows certainly the Period of Ku-_ 


mane Life, I anſwer, thar ir is a 
very bold and fruitleſs enquiry, 
which concerns not us to know ; 
his underſtanding is infinite, and 
thall filly Man think to compre- 
hend and meaſure it by his finite 
KnOV/- 
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of Humane Life, 
knowledg ? The Pſalmiſt modeſt- 
ly acknowledgeth that ſuch know: 
ledg ts too wonderful for ham, it is 
hich (ſays he) 1 cannot attain 
unto it, Pſal.139.6. And elſewhere 
he tells us, it is only bold Atheiſts 
who ask, How doth God know, 


 wnd is there knowledg in the moſt 


hight 

{ confeſs the Schoolmen(as they + 
are called) weary themſelves with 
ſuch vain Diſputes, and they are 
as peremptory in determining the 
manner of Gods knowledg of fu- 
ture things, as if they had proved 
their aſſertions with Mathemari- 
cal demonſtrations. Some of them 
rell us, that things future are real- 
ly preſent with God in Eternity ; - 
which methinks is a very noble 
Paradox. Others run to the Divine 
decree,and make it the Baſis ofthe 
Divine knowledg. Others tell us 
hat God in contemplating his 
own eſſence ſees all the repreſenta- 
tions and Igeas of futyre — 
an 
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& therefore knows them certain- 
ly.We might add many other con- 
zetures, but theſe may let us know 
how vainly curious ſuch wits are: 
bur that which may ſatisfie any ſo- 
ber enquirer is this, that God is ' 


Infinite in knowledg, and there- 


fore knows certainly the Period of 


every Mans Lite, it being truly ſu- 
ture. | 

The Second thing I premiſed 
was tro prove that God knows the 
Period of Humane Life by exam- 
ples from Scripture. Now I think 
this will need but little proof, fince 
the predictions concerning the Pe- 
riod of perſons are ſo many and 
plain; ſo many Hundred years 
foretold, & fo punQtually fulfilled 
wirhour a failure in a tittle. The 
death of E's 'Two Sons, Hophni 
and Phineas was foretold. 1 Sam. 
2. 24. And punctually fulfilled, as 
we may read, Chap.4.11. both the 
manner & place of Fezebels death 
was forctold, © rhe Dogs ſhall eat 
Jczebel 
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Jezebel 7n the Portion of Jezreel, 
and there ſhall be none to bury her, 
2 King. 9. 10. Which prediQti- 
on was fulfilled without a failure 
in any circumſtances, as we read 
in the cloſe of that Chapter. Bur 
the moſt remarkable inſtances are 
thoſe manifold predifions con- 
cerning the death of Holy Jeſus: 
All the prophets (as the Apoſtle 
obſervetIt A. 3.) have foretold 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer;chey have 


condeſcended upon the manner 


of his ſuffering, upon rhe time, 
and upon the circumſtances relat- 
ing to it. The Pſalmilſt in a figu- 
rative.Speech, (a very uſual way 
of expreſling things amongſt the 
Prophets) ſpeaks of his being 
pierced : ſo doth the Prophet Ze- 
chariah, and they ſhall look upon 
me whom they have pierced, Lech. 
12.10. Danzet did punQually ſpeak 
of the time. And after Threeſcore 
andTwo Weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut 
off,but not for himſelf, Dang. pn 
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* But farther, God doth not only 
know the actual,bur alſo the poſli- 
ble bounds of every Mans Life; 
that is, God doth khow that a Pe- 
riod ſhould have been put to the 
days of many Men, if they had 
not by their hearty repentance 
and Deyour Prayers prevented: 
its laſh. It was King H?zet:a's 
Ptayet to God that extefided his 
Life Fifteen years, for the mcllage 
which God did ſend ro Heze- 
kiah was this ; Set thine Houſe itt 
order, for thou ſhalt dye and not 
live. But he having prayed to 
God gets this return; T have heard 
thyPrayer T have ſeen thy tears,be- 
hold T will add unto thy days fifteen 
years, Tſa. 28, 5. From which it 
is plain, that God knew that a 
Period ſhould have been then put 

to his days, if-his Prayer had not 
' prevented: it. It was the peo- 
ple of Nizzevehs repentance. thar 
prevented-. the threatned jadg- 
ment that ſſiould have ——_ 
| fi 
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riod to their lives. Which Mcthol 
if the old World had obſerved, 
they had prevented that Faral 
Flood in which they were drown- 
ed. 

Thirdly, That it is onely the 
prerogative of God Almighty to 
know the Period of every Mans 
Lite, will be eaſily granted. For 
thoſe who deny Gods univerſal 
cognizance, will never attribute _ 
it to any creature : and thoſe who 
do acknowledg the infinity af the 
Divine knowledg, will neyer fay 
it belongs to the creature. The 
only things that we are to conſider 
are theſe pretenſions ro a fore- 
knowledg of things which the 
Heathen world bragged of, bur 
this Plea is calily remoyed. For - 
x. in thoſe dark ages of the World 
it was an caſie thing to impoſe up- 
on the fairh of the vulgar, wha in 
all ages have been very'credulous 
and apt to be thus deceived.” | Sex, © - 

condly,lt is well known that there® 4 


pre. _ 


pretended prediftions were very 
enigmatical and dubious. Ao te 
ZEacida Romanos wincere poſſe, 
was a Problem, rather than a Pro- 
phecy, which might have conclud- 
ed both ways. Thirdly, The moſt 
part of their pretended predicti- 
ons were only gueſſes and con- 
jeAures, which for the moſt parr 
were falſe and groundleſs; yer 
Fourthly, T do not deny but God 
may for ends known to himſelf re- 
veal the Period of particular per- 
ſons,when,and ro whom he thinks 
fir. Ir is therefore ſingly the pro- 
perty of God Almighty who 
graſps all times, and who can ne- 
ver be impeached for grving a 
wrong divination, to know the 
Period of every Mans Life. 

In the laſt place I come to con- 
fider thoſe Material doubts and 
objections this principle may be 
arged with, As 1. It is hardly 
*-eredible that God doth certainly 
know the Period of Humane Lite, 
it 


it being only contingently future: 
this objeftion Cicero could not 
anſwer, therefote beitig perſwa- 
ded that ſome things were con- 
ringently future, he thought God 
could not know ſuch things: But 
the difficulty is not ſo great as ro 
make us deny God hath perfe& 
knowledg of things contingently 
future. For 1. The light of na- 
ture may teach us that we muſt 


hot reject what is plain; becauſe 


we cannot comprehend what is 
obſcure. Thar there is int man a 
tational Soul is beyond doubt; 
and yer how irreconcilable are the 
opinions of learned meti abour its 
original, whether it be by ſerhinal 
production, or by immediate crea- 
tion. Again the union of Soul and 
Body is a very myſterious riddle; 
and the moſt ingenious hypothe- 
ſis has been Confelſed to be unfari(- 
faftory; and yet no, man was 


ver ſo far infatuated as to detiy 
| that ini mari there is 4 Soul and 
Ss a= 2 
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- Humane Reaſon cannot reconcile 
the: Divine knowledg . with. 'the 
contingency of actions? yet may it 
'not reſt farisfi'd with this,that God 
"knows all. contingencies, . becauſe 
' his underſtanding is infinite. And 
indeed the predictions in Scripture 
'are- ſo: remarkable and plain evi- 
dences that God knows. all things, 
: that now it cannot be reaſonably 
:queſtioned. Bur ſuppoſezRevcla- 
tion had raught us nothing of this, 
yer we might by narural princi- 
'ples!know that God -is the moſt 
perfect being that can be imagi- 
ned, and therefore of Infinite com- 
prehenſion; that he is out Maker, 
and 'therefore muſt know all the 
intrigues of his creatures. | 


Bur Secondly, the Divine fore-|' 


-knowledg is not the cauſe of 
- things(for otherwiſc criminal a&ti- 
'ons which do not eſcape his eye, 
fnoald be cauſed by him who can 
not. tempt any man to fin) which 


is| 


reveal ro me that 7:z7zz5 were cer- 
rainly to-do ſuch a thing the nexr 
day, my forcknowledg does nor 
neceſſitate T7tizs ro do that at: 
ſo that upon the one hand as the 
forcknowledg -ot ir hath no influ- 
cnce upon the manner of its pro- 


duction, nor croſſeth the Humane 


liberty ; fot the Divine foreknow- 
ledg is not the cauſe why things 
exiſt, but ir ſuppoleth the exiſtence 
of things: ſo upon the other hand 
rhe contingency of the Period of 


Humane Life does-not infer; that 


it cantiotibe certainly known: by 


an infinite underſtanding -who 


graſps all rhings and ſeaſons. - _ 

But'the great difficulty is, -how 
the. Divine foreknowledg gan be 
reconciled with the Divine .pro- 
miſes, commands, comminations 
and prohibitions: how: it' can 
conſiſt with rhe Divine wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, to threaten” men 
with ſhortneſs of life if they con: 
| G 2 rinue 
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tinue wicked' and acbellious ; and 
to promiſe length of days if man 
will obey his commandments, 
while-as' he well knows that the 
wicked man will continue in his 
wickedneſs, and be filthy ſtill, 
and that the vertuous and good 
man will perſevere in' well doing. 

I confeſs, this is a very great 


_ difficulty, and hath induced ma- 


ny learned men to doubt if God 
Knows things contingently future, 
not that they would impeach any 
of rhe-Divine perfeQtions, or dero- 
gate from the infinity of his know- 
{edg ; .but only they think that 


| 
| 


the nature of things contingently | 


future, is ſuch that they cannot be | 
knownzas it is no'diminiition from: | 
Omnipotency,to ſay things impol- | 
fible, or which imply a contradi- | 


Eion; fall not under its object. 

Bur yer fince Scripture hath ſo 
clearly revealed to us the Divine 
forekriowledg of future actions, 
methinks he is very raſh and in- 
conl(t- 
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conſiderate that doubts ic : it is 

a remarkable ſentence of Tertul- 
lian's Preſcientia Dei tantos ha- 
bet teſtes, quantos fecit prophe- 
tas. Hence the learned Wn 
tells us, that his Religion and the 
reverence he had to the Divine 
Majeſty would never ſuffer him to 
admit this argument, which re- 
fle&ed ſo much upon the trutH of 
Divine Predictions. 

Bur I anſwer moreparticularly, 
that Gods promiſes and threat- 
nings are ſerious, becauſe although 
God knows that ſome men who 
are threatned will continue in their 
wickedneſs, yet it being in their 
power to turn from their Sins,and 
rhe Divine threatning being an ar- 
gument which ſhould prevail upon 
men ; no man can doubt but God 
1s ſerious with ſinners in ſuch ca- 
ſes. If a parent did certainly know 
that his Son were to commit a 
criminal act, would any man think 


| that that Parents threatning of. 
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Ofeche Period : 
his - Son, it he did commit ' that 
act, were void of ſincerity. But 
2.ASGod knows that ſome wicked 
men, notwithſtanding of the ſeve- 
reſt threatning, will continue in 
their ſins:yet 1.He knows that even 
ſuch obdurate perſons may do o- 
therewiſe,and 2.He knows that ma- 
ny men would have continued in 
their fins, if they had not becn 
threatned with puniſhments. We 


haye no reaſon to think that the 


people of Nzzevze would have 
turned unto God if they had never 
been threatned, Now though God 
knew that Nzzewze when thfcat- 
ned would repent,yet ſince he alſo 
knew that it they had not been 
threatned they ſhould have conti- 
nued in their wickedneſs;therefore 
no - man can queſtion the ſerjoul- 
neſs of the Divine threatnings. 
And thus I have diſpatched the 
firſt particular, how the Period of 
every, Mans Liic may be ſaid to 


be determined. 1 come in the next 


place 
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place to enquire in what ſenſe it is 


not determined. Now becauſe I” 
have already reje&ted the Stozcas. 
fate,all that I ſhall ſpeak concerning - 
this head may be comprehendet - 
in theſe following particulars: 2s. : 


The Period of every Mans Lite 


is not fatally lifhired and bounded | 
by any abſolute or inconditionate-: 
decree of God Almighty. Now be-: 
. cauſe many learned men violently 
urge, that God hath from the out-- _ 
goings of Eternity abſolutly de-» . 
creed the, bounds of every Mans: 

Lite, without any conſideration of - 


thoſe circumſtances in which they 
are to be placed; ſo that men, do 


what they pleaſe, can ncither ex-. 
tend nor ſhorten the leafe of rheir 
life : I ſhall therefore endeayor to: 
make this aſſertion plain, and re-: 
move thoſe objections that it may: 


ſeem lyable to; and the rather, be- 


cauſe in ſuch kind of aſſertions. as 
are belides the common opinion, - 
men Will be ready to ſuſpect ſome 
fniſtrious deſign. 
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94 Of the Period 

That the Period of eyery Mans 
Life is not Fatally determined by 
any ſecret inconditional 'decree, 
will appear from the arguments 
we ſhall make uſe of in proving 
the inability of the Period of eve- 
ry Mans Life, Now I ſhall only 
conſider thoſe abſurdities and in- 
conveniencies that follow. upon 
the admiſſion of the contrary opi- 
nion. As frſt, it the Period of 
Humane Life were Fatally deter- 
mined, then thoſe wretched mitſ- 
creants who with their own hands 
pur a Period to their Lives, may 
eaftily excuſe themſelyes before 
their Judg : for ſince it is ſuppo- 
ſed that they are phyſically pre- 
determined to do fo, how can it be 
imagined: that they could do o- 
therwiſe? is there any reſiſting of 
the Divine decree? alas, it was 
not in their power to help it, and 
how then can they be condemned 
for it? It is a known Maxim, Nemo 
peccat in eo quod UVitare non pore 
£ | ' 


The "neceflity they are placed in, 
ſeems'to excule their ſin,but if not- 
withſtanding we ſhall ſuppoſc that 
ſuch brutith aCtions are really 
criminal, we run our ſelves upon 


another abſurdity, and that is we 


reflect upon the Divine holineſs 
and goodneſs; for if God has 
truly determined thoſe brutifh 
actions by a previous, ſecrer, and 
unalterable decree, if he hath be- 
fore irrevocably determined, and 
ſo intangled in ſuch a train of cau- 
ſes as ſhould neceſſarily make 
them offer yiolence to themſelves; 
how can we vindicate the Divine 
SanCctity from the blor of being the 
Author of ſin? Alas, dayly experi- 
ence ſhews us, how apt Men are 
ro make uſe of this argument for 
their own vindication, when they 
do what 'is criminal ; they tell 
us they were fatally determin'd by 
an external power in acting them. 


And with this conſideration they 


ſolace themſelyes;as if they were as 


Innocent as Fools or Mad-Men Be 
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96 .Of the Period 

Bur Tet no Man deceive himſelf 
1n arguing ſo fooliſhly, the Apoſtle 
Se. James, very torcibly rejects 
this opinion. Let no man ſay 
when he i tempted, I am tempt- 
ed of God; for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempt- 
eihb he any man. But every man ts 
tempted when he © drawn awvay of 
his own Inſt, and enticed, Jam. 2. 
13, 14. The wiſe Man in his 
ſcaſc, after the certainty of things, 
concludes his Seventh Chapter of 
the Book of Ecclefraſtes thus, Lo, 
this ouly have I found, that God 
hath made aan uprights But ihey 
haute forgiht out Many pHUentions, 
Fray then let us reject every opini- 
On thar teacheth God does neceſii- 
taie Men to fin, tor nothing can 
be more injurious to God than 
this. To think to palliat the 
bufineis by ſaying God is under 
no Law, is bur a lawleſs and unrea- 
{onable pretext; for the everjaſt- 
18g rectitude of his ſpotleſs nature, 
13 
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is more than any externalLaw:and 
pray, what can truth and Juſtice 
do, but what is holy and Juſt? The 1 
diſtinfion between the aCt and the : 
pravity of the act, the former of 
which God determins Man to; bur 
not to the latter, is as vain and fri- 
yolous. - For the pravyzty of every 
wicked af is inſeparable from it. 
And farther, .the Divine com- 
mands particularly prohibit the 
act, and 1 think upon no other 
ground, but becauſe the formality 
of Sin conſiſts in the att ir ſelf. It 
is indeed ſtrange to conſider thoſe 
Platonick and imaginary notions 
ſome Men run to: Bur I thinF ig 
ncedleſs to take a particular view” 
of ſuch Dreams. 

Bur as this opinion ſadly refleds 
upon the holineſs of God, ſo it is 
highly inconſiſtent with the liber- 
ty of Mans Will in the choice of 
the means. That there is a freeprin- 
ciple inMan,is ſo plain,that he who 
denies this, muſt engage bimſelf a- 
gainſt _ | 
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Of the Period 
gainſt Experience and Reaſon. 
There js no Man who does wicked- 
ly, but he perceives he may do 0- 
therwiſe: the ſick man is not con- 
ſtrained to negle the means for 
his recovery ; neither is the Phyſi- 
rian forced to preſcribe this and no 
other remedy: Men a& not as Ma- 
chines, but they have a Free Prin- 
ciple, whereby- they may chuſe 
what they think is beſt and moſt 
convenient: It's trye,the Will, ſince 
Adam'sFall,is corrupted,and moſt- 
ly enclined to that which is evil ; 
bur yer. the Fall did not deſtroy 
Man's Freedom, it made no Phyfi- 

Vo change, only the Faculties of 
F. Soul are morally vitiated and 
corrupted. | 

Bur if the Willwere Phyfically(as 
they ſpeak)determined ad unum, 
it were ynreaſonable to think that 
the Sick perſon, who negles the 
means, could do otherwiſe. And 
alas! doth nor Experience convince 
us,that Men of this perſwaſton _ 
a | os 


os. _ —— =_ P M 


| 


Ie& the uſe of lawful means which 


God hath appointed, only becauſe 
they Dream that it God has de- 


creed that they ſhall dye, then it is 


needleſs to uſe the means; and if 


God has determined that they ſhall 
live, whether they ule or negleRt 
the means, they fhall live. | 
 Buryou'l fay, God doth not on- 
ly Decree the End, but alſo the 
Means. I anſwer,this Plea doth not 
a whit diminiſh or remove the dif- 
ficulty, ſince they fuppoſe that the 
Means are as abſolutely decreed as 
the End: which quite deſtroys the 
liberty of Mans Will, and leaveth 
no place for any choice. 


Thirdly, This opinion leaves no 


place for praiſe to theLearned Phy- 


ſitian,nor for diſpraiſe to the un- 


Skilful Empyrick. Firſt, The $kilful 
Phyfitian can claim no praiſe ; for 
although ir be gragr'd that he hath 
wiſely conſidered the condition of 


- the Sick,and rhe nature of the Diſ- 


eaſe;though he hath preſcribed apr 
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Remedies, and in all things beha- 
ved well, yer ſince he did no other 
thing bur what he was determined 
to do by an external force, who can 
think he merits any praiſe, If he 
could have done otherwiſe bur 
would nor, then he might in rea- 
fon claim it ; but the caſe. accord- 
ing to the preſent Hypotheſis is 
quite oppoſite. Bur,Secondly, nei- 
ther can we in reaſon blame the 
unskilful Ouact-DofFor; who nei- 
ther knows the nature of the Diſ- 
eaſe,nor of theſe Medicines he pre- 
ſcribeth. * Alas!/poor man does no 
more than' what he was forced to 
do,and he could not do otherwile: 
why then ſhould he be blamed for 
any failure or miſtake he commits. 

* - Fourthly, The naturat and-ge- 
nuine Conſequence of this Do- 
Qrine, 1s, to make men like Fools 
or Mald-men,cxpoſe themſelves to 
any danger : For inſtance, What 
need we be afraid to run upon any 
Precipice,if God hath determined 
_ the 
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the Period of every matt's life, there 
is no fear to encounter with any 
ſeeming danger; men. mgy fately 
enough leap into the fire, or caſt 
themſelves into the deep,tor there 
is no fear that they ſhall be hurt or 
periſh, unleſs rhe Almighty hath 
determined it; and it this be, they 
may perſwade themſelves they 


could nor do otherwiſe, tor the 


Decree ts unalterable and cannor 


- be repealed. 


Nor is this true only in Theory 
& Speculation, but it may appear 
ro have ſuch bad cfiects, by the ſad 
experience of poor dejuded Crea- 
tares.Alas!do we not hearthe'Vul- 
gar frequently comfort any who 
are in trouble with this'conlidera- 
tion, that God hath decreed; ir 
ſhould be ſo,it theſe petfons did on- 


ly mean that God excecifeth a ſpe- 


cial Providence in the world, arid 


Truleth among the Children of meg, 
no body had ever blamed they: 
| bur this is aot their meaning, ior 


they 
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- . Of the Period | 
they plainly declare by ſuch kind 
of ſpeech, that-all things come to 
paſs fatally. I have heard ſome 
wretched Sinners, who had com- 
mitred great and ſcandalous fins, 
excuſe themſelves, by faying, they 
were decreed to do ſo, and God's 
will muſt be accompliſhed. 

It were very eaſe to multiply 
many Abſurdities which flow from 
this DoCtrinte by a natural Conſe- 
quence; but theſe few I have na- 
med may abundantly fatisfie every 
conſidering man, and ſhew him 
how pernicious and dangerous it 
is; but before I conclude; I ſhall 
conſider the four Arguments I men- 
tioned before,which I ſaid, feemed 
to ſtrengthen and confirm this Opi- 


Non, as 


. Firſt, There are many places of 


Scripture which ſeem to conclude, 
That thePeriod of everyMan's Life 
& determined, I ihall mention ſom& 
of the molt remarkable Texts of 
Scripture brought to defend this, 

as firſt 


« * 
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firſt, Pſal. 31.15. My times are in 
thy Wy deliver me from the hand 


of mine Enemies. From hence ſome. 


draw this unexpected Concluſion, 
That God hath abiolutely decreed 
thePeriod of every Man's Lite. Now 
I think no conſidering man ſhould 
cyer have guetlcd this to be the 
Pſalmiſt's meaning; for the Text 
only holds our the Divine care and 
Providune whercby he does ſu- 
perinrendand continue cycry indi- 
vidual thing inthe world in rhctr 
Beings,and therefore is it that Da- 
vid makes his application ro God, 
that he would- deliver him from 
the hand of his Enemy; which me- 
thinks had been a needleſsPerition, 
if he had imagined that God had 


abſolurely derermined rhe period | 


of his Lite. Secondly, P[12. 39. 5. 
Lord, make meto know mine end) 
the meaſur e of my days what it 7s, 
that I may know bow frail 1 am. 
This place is ſtrangely brought to, 
confirm the tormerOpinion:For the 
H Pſalmilt 


_ n 


_—_— 


My 


$7-CODT'3 # 


Fon: ——— 
ee arr noe erg mann s Ore = 


AU Dr 18 ue wee OE te 
> 


\ 


bÞ. 2 
—  —— 


"3: 37 OR STM FP MEATED 


104 Of the Pero; 
Pſalmiſt doth not defire the know- 
ledge of the Period of his life ; he 
| does nor ask when he ſhall die,only 
he begs the Divine aid and aſli- 
ſtance,that he may wiſely improve 
the ſhorr time he hath ro live. I 
cannot {tand to conſider ſuchTexts 
of Scripture as theſe, which are no 
ways acquainted with the DoCtrin 
they are brought to defend. There 
is only one Text that ſeems to fa- 
vor this Opinion, zzS. Job 14.5. 
Seeing his days are determined the 
aumber of his Months are with 
thee,thou haſt appointed his bonds 
that he cannot paſs. But I have 
conſidered this all along in thisDiſ- 
courſe. I confeſs, ſome in return ro 
this ſay,that all 7Jo#'s words are 
not approved ofGod,theretore it is 
hard to conclude any thing from 
them;bur this is a very inſufficient 
anſwer. That which ſatisfieth me is 
this, that [704 here only-ſays that 
- our days are determined, but he 
ſpeaks nothing how they are de- 
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termined; now in what ſenſe the 
Period of every Man's life may be 
ſaid to be determined,I have alrea- 
dy conſidered. -- 
Secondly, There are manyExams- 
pes in Scripture, which ſhew that 


the Period of every Max's Life « 


bounded and fimited by an abſolute 
Decree. The moſt remarkable is,, 
that AF. 4.28, Both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles 
& ihe people of Tſrael were gather d 
together for to do whatſoever thy 
hand © thy counſel determined be- 


fore to be done:TheScribes & Phari- 


ſees frequently ſtirr'd up the multi- 
tude. to lay hands upon Chriſt, but 
their endeavours were always to 
no purpoſe; and the account the. 
Scripture gives for this, is, becanſe 
hs hout was not come. In return 
to this, I ſhall deſire it may be 
conſidered, that when we ſay the 


Period of eyery Man's Life may be 

« Extend2d or ſhortned, the meaning 
15 nor, that ir is, impoſſible that it {| 
H z ean , | 
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can be otherwiſe: we never doubr- 
ed but the great Governor of the 
World may make what rcſcrycd 
Caſes he pleaſes from the ordinary 
courſe of things; and no wonder 
though the preſent Caſe, which is 
upon all accounts ſo extraordinary, 
be exempt from the general Rule ; 
and for ſuch exempt Caſes, to 
which there ought to be allowance 
made,no reaſonable man can think 
they do any prejudce to the thing 
I have been proving. | 
Thirdly, 1* zs a common 0f't- 
#10n, that the futurition of things 
depend only upon the Divine wall; 
antecedently to which things are 
only poſſible. In anſwer to which, 
] eaſily grant, that there is no- 
thing, that comes to paſs con- 
\trary to the Divine will; the 
molt criminal actions are. or- 
dered by his Infinite Wiſdom ; 
and permitted ro be. Bur yet 
we have no ground to think thar * 
he decrecs every future action. 
: Elſe 
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Elſe it were hard to vindicate the 
holineſs of God; upon which con- 
ſideration many Learned Men have 
been induced to deny Gods imme- 
diate concurring with the Crea- 
ture in all its operations; and yet 
we need not run our ſelves upon 
this Rock ; fpr we may fatcly e- 
nough maintain that the Divine 
wiilis immediately efficatious; for 
God who created man with a free- 
dom of will, dcfigned that he 
ſhould at without conttraint, and 
the reaſon why man aQs ircely, is 
becauſe God wills men to att fo: 
which plainly diſcovers, that the 
moſt contingent actions depend 
immediatly upon the Divine will. 

Fourthly, We can never give a 
rational nor fatis/yimg acccrnt how 
the Divine tnowleds concerning 
thePeriod of Fumane Life is infalli- 
ble® ceriain, if it be not foimded 
_ uponghe ſureBaſis of an abſolute de. * 

cree.This objeft I have partiy re- a 
moycd already,while | ſhewed that _ 
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God knows whatſoever is true, be- 
cauſe his cogniſance is Infinite ; 
wherefore it is unreaſonable to 
think that God could not have a 
perfect comprehenſion of things, 
1f he had not dectced them abſo- 
lutely. Now to make this yet more 
plain, 1 ſhall prove by inſtances 
trom Scripture, that God hath a 
certain knowledg of thoſe things 
which he never decreed : as abſo- 
And Frft, It is a 
yery remarkable inſtance which 
we have, 1 Sam.23. 11,12. where 
David hearing that Sant was tO 
come to Kezl1h, he earneſtly be- 
ſeecheth God:to tell him,it the men 
of Keilih will deliver him and his 
men into the hand of Saul; and if 
Saul will come down. To both 
which he gets this anſwer, Thar 
Sault will come down ; and that the 


_ Keilites will deliver him up. And 


yet the Event ſhews that none of. 


Thoſe came to paſs, becauſe the ful- 


ing of both did depend upon 
Da vid's 
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Davids ſtaying inKeil1h, And yer 
God certainly knew, that it David 
had not depart'd from Kez/#h,they 
ſhould have delivered him into the 
hands ofSaul. And farther it is very 
evident, that Davzd was nor inqui- 
ring what were the preſent propen- 
ſions, and inclinations of the Kez- 
lites; but what ſhould be the event 
cf his ſtaying, and accordingly he 
receives an anſwer from God. Ano- 
ther Inſtance we have 2 Kzngs 13. 
19.where £/;/ha thePropher is ve- 
ry wroth with Joſh King of Iſrael, 
becauſe he did nor ſmite upon the 
round. five or ſix times; and the 
reaſon theProphet adds,is for ther 
hadft thou ſmitten Syria till thou 
hadft conſumed it. Which makes it 
as evident as any thing can be, that 
God foreknew that Jo2/þ ſhould 
have ſmiten yr:2 till he had con: - 
ſumed it, if he had ſmitten upon 
the ground five or ſix times, It 
were no difficult task ro prove this 
by a multtude of inſtances from 
H 4 Scrip® 7 
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Ecripturce, bur I think I need add 
[.\ no more for the ſatisfaCtion of con- 
ſfidering Man; and for others,a Mil- 
lion of demonſtrations will be ur- 
ged to no purpoſe. And thus I have 
done with the Sccond thing I pro- 
poſcd, that God hath not by any 
ablojute or inconditionate Decree 
fatally determined the Pcriod of . 
evcry Mans Lite. 

I proceed tothe Third thing pro- 
poled,namely, whether the Period 
of every Mans Lite be up 
| + And before I prove it to be ſo, 
mult premiſe two cautions. Bal 
when we ſay the Period of every 
Mans Lite 1s mutable,we mcan no 
more but that it may be ſhortned 
| | by our intemperance, or neglect ct 
the means;and be extended by cur 
good managery and religious man- 
ncr of living. Seccraly, When I ſay 
the Period of cvery Mans Lic is 
moveable, the mcaning is net that | 
itis neceſſarily ſo, and that it can- 
not be otherwiſe; for this would 
7 Nnct 
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\ not be conſiſtent with our depen- 
dent condition; therefore there is 


allowance ro be made to extraordi- 
nary caſes. The aCts of Divine pro- 
vidence in the government of Hu- 
mane affairs, are ſometimes extra- 
ordinary, and therefore it mult be 
left to his Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, to make what reſerved 
caſes he thinks fit frem rhe general 
rule. Yet for ordinary, the Period of 
Humane Life is mutable; and God 
doth not exclude the power of ſe- 
cond cauſes in governing the 
World. RN 

Theſe things being premiſed, I 
doubr not bur to offer ſuch argue 
ments for the proof of the mutabi- 


- liry- of the Period of every Mans 


Life, as ſhall be ſufficient fer the 
conviction of any man who is not 
'inded by prejudice,or prepelicſi'd 
with ſome contrary notion. And 
Firſt, Upon rhe obſervance of 
the Divine Jaws, there are many 
promiſ?s in Scripture aſſuring us of 
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112 Of the Period 
tength of days; and on the other 
fide, there are many threatnings of 
cutting ſhort the days of the wick- 
ed, Thus God pronnfes length of 
days to obedient Children. Ex.20. 
12. Honor thy Father © Mother, 
that thy days may be long upon the 
tand,which the Lord thy god giveth 
thee. Deut 4 40. Thcu ſhalt keep 
therefore hu Statutes and his Com- 
mandments which I command thee 
. this day,that it may go well with 
thee© with thyChilaren after thee, 
© hat thou may'ſt prolong thy days 
pen the earth,which the Lord thy 
god grveth thee: & particularly the 
Lord tells Solomon, King. 3. 4. If 
ihou wilt walk in my ways to keep 
my ſlatutes © myCommanadments,as 
thy father David did walk, then I 
7111 lengthen thy days. The Plalmiſt 
encourageth men to conſider the 
caſe of the poor upon thisMorive. 
Pſ41.42.1,2 Bleſſed he that conſi- 
dereth the Poor, the Lord will pre- 
ſerve him keep him aliveSc.And 
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upon this account theWiſe-Man-al- 
ſo perſwadeth men to obſerve and 
keep Gods laws, Prov. 3. 1, 2. My 
Son forget not my Iaw,but let thine 
heart keep my Commandments : for 
length of days, and long life, and 
peace ſhall they add to thee. 
' How much the obſeryance of the 
duties of Religion conduce to our 
health, is a thing daily experience 
atteſts-and therefore the Apoſtle 
yery excellently exhorts 7:mothy, 
to exerciſe himſelf unto CO 
forzt us profitableunto all things, ha- 
wing promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come,1 Tim. 
4.8. Religon is as a bridle to keep 
men within due bounds in their 
eating and drinking; it forbids all 
manner of exceſs which impares 
our bodily health,and obliges men 
to make uſe of lawful means for 
their preſervation and recovery, If 
we conſult experience, we ſhall 
find theſe to be the men who for 
ordinary enjoy the longeſt livgs: it _- 
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2.14. Of the Period 


is true ſome good men may be na- 
turally of a brittle conſtitution, and 
 othersGwod may remove for ſecret 
ends known to himſelt; yer for or- 


dinary,the Godly man, whoſe natu- |. 


ral remper 1s ſtrong, hath the ad- 
vantage of the wicked man; and 
certainly Religion in its due ten- 
dency preſcribes the beſt rules for 
long lite. 


As Righteouſneſs tendeth to life, 


ſo he that purſueth evillas theWiſe- 
Man tells us)pur{ueth it to his own 


death, Prov. 11, 19. We have a 
large . Catalogue of the Puniſh- 
ments inflifted for ſin, Exo4d.26. 
Where more particularly v.16. the 
Lord threatens to appoznt over 
thoſe who obey not his Laws, terror, 
conſumption, and the burningague: 
& thatMen may not foolifhlythink 
all cheſe are bur threatnings which 
God intends not to inflict upon 
poor Man, the Prophet Tſ2z4h tells 
us,zf ye refuſe & rebel.ye ſhall be de- 
poured with the Sword, for the 
775 ON Mouth 
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Mouth of-theLord hath ſpoken ir, 
1/a.1.20, And the wiſc-man con- 
cludes it as certain, Prov.10.29.The 

years of the wicked ſhall be ſhort- 
go” & to conclude, the Pſalmilt alſo 
'relis us, 4hoody and deceitful men 
ſhall not hive out half their days. 
Pf, 1l. 55. 23. Which the Poet very 


well expreſſeth. 

Ad Generum Cereris, ſine cede ac 
ſ imguine Pauct, 

Deſcendunt Reges. & ſicca morte 
Tyrannt. 


And the truth of this may be e- 
vident likewiſe from common Ex- 
perience, by which it will appear, 


that no men are ſo obnox1ous to 


Diſcaſes as the wicked, who ſpend 
their time 27 chambering and wah- 
tonneſs.in riot and exceſs Who hath 
woe? Who hath ſorruw? who hath 
wotnds withour cauſe? they that 
tarry long at the wine,Prov.23.29, 
30. What the Wiſe-man ſays of one 
kind of Vice, may be ſaid cf all, 

Ti "wo lead down to the Chambers of 
_ aeath, 
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death Prov.7. 27. But theſe things 
ate ſo obvious, thar I need nor to 
enlarge upon them. TI ſhall con- 
clude this Argument with this 
conſideration, that ſince God Al- 
mighty promiſes to extend and 
lengthen our,or prolong their lite, 
who walk piouſly and obſerve his 
Statutes; and theratens to ſhorren 
the days of the wicked, who re- 
fuſe ro obey his Laws, it cannot 
be rationally imagined thar the 


Period of everyMan's Lite is abſo- 


lutely determined. 

Another Argument to confirm 
our Afſertion, may be taken from 
the pious & devour prayers of the 
righteous, and their turning frort 
their ſins by ati hearty repentance, 
both which conduce to the length- 
ening out of their: days. I pur Re- 
pentance and Prayer together, be- 
cauſe of their near affinity to one 
another. Now that both theſe 
mzy be ctheMoralCaufe of extend- 


ing our Lives, may appear to be | 


true 
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true from common Experience; be- 
ſides the many Aſſertions andPro- 
miſes in Scripture to this purpoſe. 
Firſt, The truth of this may be e- 
vident from Experience, by which 
it will appear, that if Men had 
hearkned ro Noah'sDottrin,if they 
had repented of their wickednels 
within the ſpace allowed ro them, 


they had not periſhed in the De- 


luge of Water. Of repenting Nze- 
veh we read, That God ſaw their 
works,that they turned fYom their 
evil mays God repented of the evil 
he had ſaid that he would do unto 
them, and be did it not, Jonah 3. 


10. It was Hezekiah'sPrayers and 


Tears that prolonged his life. Go 
(faith rheLord ro hisPropher Tſas- _ 
ah)and ſay to Hezekiah,Thus ſaith 
theLord, the God\of David thy Fa- 
ther, I have ſeen thy tears, beheld 
TI will add unto thy days fifteen 
gears,lſa.3. $.5.And ifprayer were 
of no tferce, to what purpoſe were 
men ſo carneſt in their fickneſs, to 


. beg 


EY” 412 Of the Period 
beg the prayers of others on their 
dehaif.I confeſs if the Period of eyc- 
ry Mans Lite were fatally determi- 
ned, our Prayers ſhould be very 
needleſs.For can we be ſo ſenſleſs 
_ as toimagin, that our Prayers can 
moveGodto change his unalterable 
Statutes and Decrees. 

But beſides common experience, 
the truth of this is likewiſe attc{t- 
ed by plain evidences from Scrip- 
rure. At what imftant I jhall ſpe.:k 
Concerning a nation® concernmg 4 
kingdom, to pluck up to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it; If that Naticn a- 
gaznſt whom T have pronounce,turn 
from their evil I will repent of the 
evil that I thought todo unto them. 
And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 


z#t do evil in my ſteht, that it obey 
Hot my voice,then will T repent of 
the good wherewith T ſaid I would 
benefit them Jer. 11.9, $, 9, 10Me- 
thinks this is ſo plain an evidnce 
of the cfficacy of repentance, that 


concerning a kingdom to plant it;Tf 
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n 6 teaſoriable' man can have-'an 
doubr concerning it. But ala${ ifGo 
had from the ourgoings ofErerni 
fatally determined the deſtruQion 
of Nations and Kingdoms by an ab: 
ſolute and inconditionate decree, 
Repentance could never alter the 
determination. 
It is the Apoſtles advice, 7am. s./ 
14.1s any ſick among youtlet him call 
for theElders of the Church\and let 
them pray over him. I know there 
are other means to be made uſe of 
in order to the procuring of health 
than repentance and prayer, and 0 
theſe we ſhall ſpeak anon : but yer 
this I think may be truly faid, that 
ſometimes, when all other reme- 
dies haye been either ineffefual or 
not to be had, repentance and pray- 
er have done the buſineſs, and:coni- 
pleated the cure. And” ſurely theſe 
are duties. profitable Mw: -all 
times. | ts | | 
I know the Church of Rome tell 


* , 


us maty extravagant Stories'of rhe: ©. 


I wonder 


"' .. -. Wonders; and miracles that have 


E. ? 
Se. « 


n . _- 
, "4 +» WARTS oy ones. 7 moo Oro poagengty ec once 5 oo Aron OD — 


been; performed by+he-prayers of 
Haly Men : thoſe Iſhall not now 


130 mention, 'only. 1 ſhall ſay, that al- 


though jt. is not credible that the 
Prayers of Saints. upon the Earth, 
do. either mitigate and alleviate the 
pains of thoſe that are in Hell ; or 
tree 'them. | from that. miſerable 
ſtare, (as ſome men have confident- 
ly enough reported :)yet is is ſuffi- 
ciently credible that, the effefFual 


fervent prayer of the righteous a- 


vatileth much, Jam. 5, 16. 

A Third Argumenr to prove that 
our lives may be extended or ſhort- 
ned, may be taken from the uſe of 


medicaments. Common reaſon will 


reach Men, that it is needleſs ro 
preſcribe any Medicine to thoſe 
that are dead; and truly the caſe 
would be much alike,if-the Period 
of every Mans Life were determi- 
ned by an inconditionate Decree. 
For although men might then 


| wake uſe of medicaments, yet 1 
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'e ( think I may truly fay that theiro- Þ IF 
of | peration ſtiould be very ineffeQual. 

W | Bur that meri may to good purpoſe 

employ the Phyſitian when they 

ne | are ſick, and expet by the bleſſing 
h, | of God, benifit by the uſe of Medi- #: 
* caments applied by rhe art of Phy- i'Þ 
IE ſick, no reaſonable man can doubr; 'F - 
le | Thar the lives of many have |||. 
t | been lengrhned and -prolonged by if 1 
t- the excellent remedies, applied by : 


the expert and skilful Phyſitian, i} ſhe 

F isa truth ſo obvious ro common You 
experience, that I need not enlarge We 

bs upon ir. Arid on the other ſide; 1-2 

# how many have died before their is 

t tine, only by their imploying ig- 

p norant Phyſicians! It 1s a famous 

£ inſtance that we have recorded of 

& | one Manes, the Father of the Ma- 

| | michees, who having returned into 


|| Per/iaar that time when the Kings 
* | Sonlay ſick of a dangerous diſeaſe, 
- | he amongſt many other Fhyfitians 
L was preſent: all the others plain- 
, ly declared "that the' diſeaſe was  #t-* 
I z- datige*s | 


- o 
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F © dangerous; but Manes, who .wa - 
only a pretended Phyſitian, co 

fidently deſired that they might be | 
all removed, and he would take 


care of the Kings Son, and withal 
promiſed to reltore him to health 
in a ſhort ſpace; but the event was 
quite contrary, for within a ſhore 
time the Kings Son died ; which 
did ſo provoke the King of Per/ia, 


that he inſtantly cauſed Mazes to 


be pur to a miſerable Death, Whar 


miſchief has been done by ynskil- 


ful Phyſitians, ro many ſad ex- 
amples do daily atreſt ; bur yer if 
the Period of every Mans Life were 
determin'd by an abſolute and in- 
conditionate decree, no man could 


blame the ignorant Phyſitian, nor 


needs any perſon be' troubled if 


they negle&t the means; for God 


had determined they ſhould do ſo, 
which | indeed makes Marthas 


_ to our Lord Chriſt to be ri- 
l 


cons ihbu hadft been here my 


Brother had uot died. 
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That Naaman the Syr; an ſhould . 
waſh himſelf in the River of Jor- - 
dan ſeven times, and then be clean 
of his Leprofie, was indeed mira- . 
culous : Bur yet it is plain, that if 
he. had not done ſo, his Leproſie 
had remained. 

' Whether that cuſtom in rhe pri- . 
mitive Chriſtian Church of anoint- 
ing. the ſick with Oyl was miracu- 
lous, or not,I ſhall not diſpute; bur 
this is certain, that it was then a 
means uſed for the recovery of the 
Sick. | | 
There is one objection which . 
ſome men very impertinently urge. 
againſt what I have been ſpeaking, - 
and that is, Aſa his going to the 
Phyſitians, which the Scripture 
ſeems to diſallow.To this I anſwer, 
that King Aſa is not therefore re- 
prehended, becauſe he asked advice 
of -the Phyſitians, but becauſe he 
truſted only in them,and ſought not 
the Lord: as it is very plain from - 
2Chron,16,12,And ſure no reaſona- 
1] 
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ble men will have any doubu bur 
| this was a very culpable negle in 
Aſa. £ 
' Fourthly, Nothing is more evi- 
dent than thar there are ſeveral 
things which have a Phyſical cfh- 
* £acy inthe ſhortning of Mens lives; 
as all kinds of exceſs, namely im- 
moderate eating and drinking ; all 
inordinate paſſions of mind Gc. 
2s alſo rhe bad and unwholeſome 
conſtirution of a Kingdom. And 
on the other fide, there are many 
things which effeually conduce 
to the lengrhning of our days; 
namely all kind of moderarion and 
'temperance ; the wholſomneſs. of 
{ the region. wherein we live, and 
| pur good managery. What kind of 
-. perfons are thoſe who. for ordinary-. 
Hh five longeſt ? are they not thoſe, 
|. who carcfully moderate their ſen- 
F- ſyal appetixes, and who goyern 
| their paſſions, and who liye in the 
w holeſomeſt places? We common- 
Iy fay that Men who liye in a Po- 
RY Lee 
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/ polus Ciry are ſhorter ſived than 


thoſe who live'in the Country. © I 
have already ſhewed how ſome vi- 
ces in their proper tendency ſhor- 
ren Mens Lives, and that in ſome 
Nations and Kingdoms men live 
much longer than in others: all 
which methinks plainly tells usrhe 
Period of everyMans Lite is not Fa- 
tal bur Mutable, according as men 
are careful or negligent of them-' 
ſelves. OTE. 42 

I ſhall onlyladd another conſide- 


. rable argument, and fo draw this 


diſcourſe to a concluſion. Andthar : 
is, don't we evidently perceive that 
many men had lived longerit they 
had not wretchedly and-unreaſona-' 
bly expoſed themſelves to danger ;/ 
and is it not evident that” 'many : 
Millions who have died in battle 
would have had their daysprolong- : 
e1 if they had never deſcended into : 
barrle : That God hath from rhe 
onm_ of Eternity by anabſo- - 
lute. and inconditionate degree: des: 
| termined 


5 
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Of The Eeriod 
mined: both the time and man- 


> 
4 . 


ter 


| ner of every mans death, this is. 


more. than we can learn from Re- 
velation;; and methinks ir is yery 


inconſiſtent and irreconcilable with. 


thoſe many plain texrs thar ſhew ir 
is lawful in time of eminent dan- 
gerto flee for our ſafety, in time of 
Famine, :and when any-egregious 


contagion, ſuch as the Peſtilence, . 


ſpreadeth in any place, How many 
Hundreds prolonged their lives by 


their' flight from battel? If David 


and his Men had remained-inKez/ah 
it is certain they ſhould have been 
delivered up into the hands ofS/au/; 
and. whar: the Event ſhould have 
been we may -caſily conjecture, if 
God. by  a-ſpecial providence had 
not. interpoſed for their ſafety. Bur 
beſides the many inſtances we 
might produce, we have a poſitive 
recept ito- flee-from any eminent . 
ariger, Mat, 10. 23, When they 
perſerute you in this City, flee into 
another. Which plainly ſhews _ 
* C6 EE ns 
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this is a lawful means of prolong- 
ing our lives in ſuch caſes. Ir is 
a notable inſtance we have, Jer. 
27.18, Thus ſaith the Lord, behold 
T ſet before you the way of life, and 
the way of death : he that abideth 
zn this City ſhaft dye by the Sword, 


and by the Famine,and by thePeſii- 


lence : but he that goeth out and 


falleth to the Chaldeans that beſiege 
you, he ſhall live, and hs life ſhall 


be unto him for a prey. Which 
place plainly ſhews, that God had 
not decreed thePeriod of theirLives 
by any -inconditionate decree; for 
the means both of prolonging and 
of cutting ſhort theirLives, are put 
in their choice. And this is all that 
I ſhall ſay to theT/:rd thing I pro- 
poſed to ſpeak, concerning the mu- 
tability of the Period of every Mans. 
Life for ordinary. 

All that now remains is to con- 
clude with ſome practical refleCti- 
ons upon what. hath been ſaid. 
And fr ft, whatever debates there . 

| may” 
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r28. Of thePericd” 
miay be concerning the Period of 
every Mans Life, yet there is no 
doubr bur Mans Lite hath a Period. 
It is appointed for all men once 
to age, and from this warfare there 
is no diſcharge. - Pray what is be- 
come of all choſe who lived in for-" 
mer ages? have they not gone the 
'way- of all living? and ſhall we 
think to ſhun the approach of this 


It Enemy? may not the multiplied - 


expzriences we have of other Mens 
frailty and mortality,convince us 
that we are brittle, and muſt return 
ro the duſt? weare of the like con: 
{{i:ution that they were of, and we 
cannot expett to be otherwiſe dealt 
with, hat man 7s he that hrueth © 
tall not ſee. death? and yet many 
men live as unconcerhed as if they 
had the perpetuiry of their beings 
cm{ured to them, and had concluded 
2n agreement with Death, and had 
ſecret intelligence with the Grave. 
| Ir is traly a buſineſs worthy-ta 
be rrgrated that men who are ſiv- 


Y Ing, 
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mens endeavors; hence is thar- 


of Humane Life. 29g ? 
ing, as it were in'the Houſe of. . 
mourning, daily viſited with pains 
and diſeaſes, and have no ptomiſe, 
at leaſt, for one moments ſecurity, 
yet live unconcerned, and never 
mind thoſe pleaſures. Ir was in- 
deed a praiſe worthy and commen- 
dable cuſtom amongſt the Jews, to 
build their Sepulchers in their Gar-- 
dens(as we may gueſs from Joh.19. 
14.) that ſo jn the midſt of their || * 
pleaſures, they might behold Mo- || « 
numents of their mortality. =_ 
Truly- if we did frequently me-: | 
ditate upon our latter. end, we 
ſhould live more like Chriſtians 
than we now do. The end hath | * 
a very great influence. upon' | 
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general Maxim, Finu wultmmus 
preſcribat regulas toting vite.And. 
it ſeems that rhe Pſa[miſt-upon this: 
account prays, Lord make me know. 
mine end, and the meaſure of my 
days, that I may know how frail. |\'% 
1 am. Ir is not to be dopbted | 

| _ bue F.- 
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ſarion aright, If we had this con- 


ſideration in our view. We ſhonld- 


have but” fow' and contemptible 
thoughts: of the periſhing pleaſures 
which we-now ſo much delight in. 
Then. we ſhould be argued our of 
our. folly in" ſpending our years 
as a tale that is rold, | 


- Ir: is threatned a ſad Plague to 


the oppreſior, that the:number of 
his. years ave hidden: from him, 
Job. 15. £0. He is a-perſon thar 
| never conſiders that his: appoint- 
|| ed: time approacheth; ' and ' that 
|| God will bring him into theGrave, 
the place appointed for all living : 
and it is-Jaid' down as the cauſe- 
| why Jeraſalem came "down won- 
| aerfully, that ſhe. remembred not 


it. may: be-:alſo reckoned as the 
cauſe. why: Chriſtians live ſo 'con-- 
rrary to''the- commendable: rules 
ofthe Goſpel they profeſs. If we 
| _ did but entertain ſome- what more 
Sas | familiar 


bur we ſheuld::order our conver-- 


her laft.end, Lam. 1. 9. And truly. 


4 4 


, ” 4 
” 
o 


of  Flumane 4 r3t * 
| familiar thoughts -of-ourappointed 
| time, we could not-bar rectify {|* 
thoſe abuſes we are guilty-of. But |. 
alas ! all the-;paſſages of our time : 
are filled up with-.cares .about | 5 
| things that periſh : we can walk to | 3 
' the Grave with our friends, whom 4 
we once loved as intirely as our 
own lives, and reap as little advan- 
rage by their death as if we had ne- 
ver been acquainted with them, ne- 
ver remembring, that we muſt go #0 
them, but they cannot returu tos. 
Bur Secondly, although. rhe.Pe- 
riod of every Mans Lite is fixed 
in reſpeQ of the Divine foreknow- 
ledg, yet tous it is uncertain; we | 
know not when this Enemy may | + 
ſurpriſe us. Of this we may ſay | 
what our Lord Chriſt faith of the - ||** 
day of judgment, 4wt of that day |'*:* 
and hour we know noi.” When we || © 
| leaſt ſulpeR its approach, itmay. 
' call uszogo henceand be no more. 
| How many millions of ſtrangeand |= 
| unexpected accidents attend: we <P. 
I te |. 
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weſs, and Deſtruttion waſteth at 
— aſtoniſhing diſpenſations 
'may allarm us by nighr, and the 


Pſal. 91. 5, 6. When we go a- 
; 'broad, we cannot promiſe to our 
ſelves a fafe return, and at home 
when we put off our cloths, we 
-cannot tell if we fhall eyer pur 
them oh again: the Graye is al- 
ways ready for us. What ſtrange 
kind of unknown diſeaſes doth 
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.cannort promiſe to our ſelves any 
exemption? We live amongſt cru- 
et and mad Men, and do we know 
'bur thoſe Beaſts of prey may de- 
*your us? When we <=" peace, 
deſtruction miay come. This was 
'the Rich Mans Fate, who while 
he was promiſing himſelf reſt for 
'F "many days, that ſame night his 
| -Seut was required of him. We 
E +are always apt topur the thoughts 
EE of: this day far from us; when 


* n 
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the Peſiilence 'walketh in dark-- 


devouring Arrow fleeth by. day, 


-our age produce, from which we 
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we enjay health we never think of 
any change, and rhar fickneſs 
may ſeize upon us and put a Period 
ro our lives. | We live indeed at a 
great deal of uncertainty ; 984% alſo 
knoweth not his time, as the Fiſhes 
that are taken in an evilNet, and ag 
theBirds that are caught in the 
ſuare:ſo are the ſons of men ſnared in 
an evil time,hen it falleth ſudden-. 
Ly upon them,Eccl.9.12.We look up- 
on Death as the unfaithful Seryanr 
did upon his Maſters coming, we 
think Death doth de/ay zts coming; 
but if we were not fools we fhould 
always realize the quickneſs of irs 
approach.May be we are young and 
ſtreng, how many ſuch have been 
called away in the morning of their 
age? Goo 700n0w(faith the Apoſtle 
. James) ye that fay to day or to mor- 
row we will go into ſuch a City 


and continue there a year 6 buy and © 


ſell and get gain; whereas Jt | 


know not what ſhall be on the. [ ; 
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morrow, - Jam. 4. 13, 14. . Alagep 
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- "our days at beſt are bur labor 
 . and ſorrow, for they are ſoon cut. 
off, and. we flee away. ' When a 
few years are gone, Wee muſt go 
| the way of all fleſh: and yet upon 
- the happy improvement of this 
'. depends our everlaſting hapineſs 

or miſery ; for there s no work, 
'.,, Wor device, nor knowledg, nor wiſ- 
 ' - dom, zh the Grave whither we are 
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